
 

Contact Us: 
 

3201 4th Street 
Brownwood, TX 76801 

 

325-646-7102 
 

www.4thstreetcoc.org 
office@4thstreetcoc.org 

 
 

 

Meeting Times: 
 Sunday: 

  Bible Study ..............9:45 AM 
  Worship .................10:40 AM 
  Care, Inc. Service .... 2:30 PM 
  Worship ................... 6:00 PM 
  
 Wednesday: 

  Ladies Bible Class  10:00 AM 
   Bible Study .............. 7:00 PM 
 

 
 

Elders: 
 Gene Bannister ....... Billy Chism 
     
 

 

Deacons: 
 Mike Bannister ......... Don Smith 
    
 

  

John Barnum 
 

 

Preacher: 
Johnny McCaghren  

 
 
 

Works We Support: 
 
 

Cherokee Home for Children 
 

Gospel Broadcast Network 
 

Heart of Texas Bible Camp (Bangs) 
 

Mission Printing 
 

Rohan Jones, Africa 
 

World Bible School  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Let us know if you want to study 
the Bible to know more about 

Christ and His Church. 

December 1, 2019 

What We Should Expect from Preaching  
Few things are as misunderstood as preaching. Some view preaching as the “main 
event” in the worship service each week. Others view preaching as the preacher’s 
attempt to keep the congregation awake for thirty to forty minutes. The truth is 
preaching is neither entertainment nor is it a spiritual pep-rally where the preacher 
tries his best to keep the congregation interested in the things of God. Biblical 
preaching is not boring preaching. However, many people today often listen to 
preaching expecting things the Bible never promises to deliver. Others have their 
expectations too low when it comes to preaching: they are content to hear a few 
stories, several jokes, and very little if any Scripture expounded at all. God chose 
to communicate His will through preaching (1 Cor. 1:21; Titus 1:3). Preaching is 
important to God and therefore it should be important to us. Those who preach 
will be held to a high account by God and should be sure they remember to do 
what pleases God (James 3:1). What should we expect from preaching? Let us be 
sure our expectations are God-centered and not man-made (1 Thess. 2:13). 

Expect to Hear the Truth 

Preaching is supposed to communicate the truth of God’s Word (John 17:17). 
Paul told Timothy to preach the Word which contained the truth from God (2 
Tim. 4:2). Many times we focus on style and personal preference, which are not 
bad in and of themselves, and we forget to consider whether we heard the truth or 
not. When someone stands up to preach, those who are listening should be follow-
ing along in their own Bibles and being sure that what is being said aligns with 
the Scriptures (1 Thess. 5:21-22; 1 John 4:1). This does not simply mean that the 
preacher’s words are found in the Bible. A man may quote Scripture and refer-
ence passages and still not preach the truth (Matt. 4:5-7). This does not mean eve-
ry preacher should be held in suspicion and that we should not give anyone the 
benefit of the doubt, but it does mean we should be discerning as listeners. That 
being said, we should expect to hear the Bible quoted and expounded. Preaching 
cannot be true if it is devoid of Scripture. I realize there is no “divine quota” of 
verses used in a sermon to make it scriptural, but we should not try to see how 
little of the Bible we can preach. It is impressive to read Peter’s sermon in Acts 
2 (the first gospel sermon) and notice that more than half of his words are direct 
quotations from the Old Testament.  

The most important question at the end of the sermon is not, “Did I like what the 
preacher said?” or “Was he funny or interesting?” The most important question is 
did he share the truth of God’s Word? The truth is not always pleasant initially, 
but it must always be spoken. Jesus promised that continuing in the truth of his 
word would make men free (John 8:31-32). Truth must not be made to mean hear-
ing what we have always heard the way we have always heard it said. Truth is the 
entirety of God’s Word taught clearly even when it involves things we have not 
been taught before or things we have neglected (Acts 20:26-27).  

(Continued on page 2) 

The crown of the wise is their riches. A true witness delivers souls, but a 
deceitful witness speaks lies. In the fear of the LORD there is strong confi-
dence, and His children will have a place of refuge. The fear of the LORD is 
a fountain of life, to turn one away from the snares of death.  

Proverbs 14:24-27 



Television  
In Search of the Lord’s Way (Phil Sanders) 

Sunday @ 7:30am on KTAB 

Life In The Light (Chris McCurley) 
Sunday @ 10:00am on KTAB 

 

Radio  
Preaching the Word (Michael Light) 
Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3 

 

Internet 
TheGospelRadioNetwork.org 

Gospel Broadcasting Network (Gbntv.org) 

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man 
 

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s  
sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17). 

 

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24) 
 

Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and 
King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33) 

 

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5) 
 

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel 
by being baptized for the forgiveness of your 

sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16) 
 

Live faithfully (Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7-8) 

Bible Reading Schedule  
video.wvbs.org/access/interactive-bible-reading-plan/ 

 

Dec. 1  Ezekiel 1—4 (video)  
Dec. 2   Ezekiel 5—8 (video)  
Dec. 3  Ezekiel 9—12  
Dec. 4  Ezekiel 13—16  
Dec. 5  Ezekiel 17—20  
Dec. 6  Ezekiel 21—24  
Dec. 7  Ezekiel 25—28 
Dec. 8  Ezekiel 29—32  
 

“Be diligent to present yourself approved 
to God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” 

 (2 Timothy 2:15) 

The truth must be spoken in love so that it can build up 
those who hear it (Eph. 4:15). We must not use truth as 
a cloak for our rude or un-Christlike behavior (2 Tim. 
2:24-26). People should not leave the sermon wonder-
ing what the preacher believes. Regardless of the sub-
ject of the sermon, those listening should expect to hear 
the truth from God’s Word proclaimed. 

Expect to Be Encouraged 

Preaching will not always make people feel good, but 
neither should it always make people feel bad. Paul did 
say that preaching should exhort and exhortation in-
volves encouragement (2 Tim. 4:2). Those who hear a 
steady diet of all that they are doing wrong and a God 
who cannot be pleased will soon become hardened le-
galists or possibly give up altogether (cf. Matt. 23:15). 
A preacher is not soft or unsound because he encour-
ages. A preacher is unsound if he never encourages; the 
key is to be biblically balanced.  

The gospel is good news and we must not forget that. 
We should not comfort those in sin or make those who 
are lost feel as if they are saved. Still, those who are 
saved must not leave the assembly thinking that they 
are lost. Biblical encouragement is not to be equated 
with the “health and wealth” gospel or a mere “feel 
good message.” Preaching that encourages its listeners 
is preaching that reminds listeners of all that God has 
done for us in Christ, God’s longsuffering, and God’s 
awareness of our efforts to walk in the light. Christians 
are supposed to encourage each other daily, and this 
must not be forgotten in preaching (Heb. 3:13). 

Expect to Be Challenged and Cor-
rected 

Every preacher has heard the famous post-sermon re-
mark, “You stepped on my toes.” This statement is of-
ten meant to say the sermon applied directly to the indi-
vidual who heard in a specific sense. We should expect 
to be challenged in Christianity. Jesus challenged those 
who heard Him to take up their cross daily (Luke 9:23). 

Maybe preaching today is not demanding too much 
from Christians but rather not enough. While encour-
agement is necessary, we must not expect to be coddled 
and told that we are doing everything right (Psa. 
141:5). We should expect deep preaching that helps 
hearers graduate to the meat of the Word and not the 
same elementary things that leave congregations on the 
milk (Heb. 5:11-14). First principle lessons are good 
and can be preached in a deep and engaging way, but 
we need to be sure to go on to spiritual maturity (Heb. 
6:1).  

If we hate correction, we will not make it far in any ar-
ea of life, and this is true in Christianity as well (Prov. 
15:10). Timothy was to “reprove and rebuke” with all 
the patience he could must be correction had to be giv-
en (2 Tim. 4:2). Those who do not want the preacher to 
preach on social drinking, immodest apparel, jesting, 
covetousness, racism, prejudice, abortion, or any other 
topic that offends them misunderstand preaching. False 
teachers are often popular because they tell people 
what they want to hear or they avoid saying things that 
people need to hear (Gal. 4:16; 2 Tim. 4:3-4). King 
Ahab hated Micaiah (the Lord’s prophet) because Mi-
caiah did not tell him what he wanted to hear (1 Kings 
22:8). Ahab, like many today, did not understand that 
preachers do not originate the truth; they simply echo 
the truth God has given (1 Kings 22:18). Preaching 
should correct us where we are wrong, and we should 
welcome it as we desire to be the people God would 
have us to be. The preacher should be correcting him-
self too as he preaches, knowing that he is not above 
sin or weakness (1 John 1:8,10). Let’s not water down 
preaching to the point that we are afraid to call out sin 
for what it is because we do not want to offend anyone. 
God intends for preaching to be challenging so that it 
can get to the heart of the listeners where His Word can 
produce the necessary change (Acts 2:36-37). 

Expect to Hear Christ Magnified 

You cannot read the sermons recorded in the book of 
Acts and find sermons that fail to exalt Jesus. Jesus’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

Celebrate  “Rejoice with those who rejoice…” (Romans 12:15) 
 

December Birthdays: Kaci Churchwell (18), Linda Griffith (20).   

December Anniversaries: Allen & Linda Griffith (20), David & Glenda 
Milam (20), Ken & Jo Maninger (25).  

    Mistakes? Left Out? Let Johnny know... 

 

Records Nov. 17, 
2019 

Nov. 24, 
2019 

Bible Class 45 44 

AM Worship        53 58 

PM Worship 43 38 

Wednesday PM 37 28 

Contribution $1,808 $1,752 

Visitation Meeting 

 Last week 33 contacts were made.  

Announcements 

 First Sunday Fellowship Meal following wor-
ship this morning.  

 Ladies Bible Class will be meeting this week at 
Jessica Stultz’s house (3508 Austin Avenue) in-
stead of the building. Normal day and time. 
Lunch will follow.  

 The Progressive Dinner / Holiday Party will be 
Saturday, December 14th, starting at 4:30 at the 
Rudloff’s house for appetizers. If you cannot 
make it at 4:30, feel free to join us along the way 
as we progress to the Fuller’s for the main 
course, then to the Griffith’s for dessert. Please 
get with Tammy Rudloff or Cindy Fuller to plan 
food arrangements. A great time of fun and fel-
lowship!  

Upcoming Special Events at 4th & Stewart 

 March 15-18—Spring Gospel Meeting w/ Richard Massey.  

death, burial, and resurrection are the focus of the mes-
sages proclaimed by the apostles and preachers through-
out the first century church. Paul’s main goal in preach-
ing was “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:3). 
Preaching should point people to Jesus. This does not 
mean one cannot preach from the Old Testament, but re-
member the Old Testament properly handled gets people 
to Jesus (Luke 24:44). Those who listen to sermons 
should leave hearing more about Jesus than about sports 
teams, politics, the latest controversy in the news, or the 
preacher’s favorite movie (2 Cor. 4:5).  

Preaching that is done without Jesus being the focus is 
not true biblical preaching. Preaching that is simply “do 
more and try harder” without little to no focus on Jesus’ 
finished work on the cross misses the heart of the New 
Testament. We should expect to hear a preacher lift 
Christ up and point people to Him (John 12:32). Christ 
must not merely be mentioned or tagged on to the end of 
the sermon for invitation purposes but instead He should 
be the central theme in the message preached because He 
is the central theme of the entire Bible (John 5:39-40). 
Expect to hear Christ magnified, and hold those who 
preach to you accountable for doing so. 

Preaching changed the world in the first century and it 
still does the same thing today. We sometimes are disap-
pointed with preaching because we want the wrong 
things from it. We must not desire to have our ears tick-
led but instead have our hearts stirred. Preaching is God’s 
weapon of choice in getting the gospel into people’s 
hearts. Let us expect nothing more and nothing less than 
God does.  

Hiram Kemp (plainsimplefaith.com) 

(Continued from page 2) 



Privileged To Serve “...be ready to every good work,” (Titus 3:1) 

 This Week: 12/1/19 Next Week: 12/8/19 

Sunday AM: Song Leader: Mike Bannister Song Leader: Mike Bannister  

Greeters Dennis Family  Bannisters  

Opening Prayer Joe Dennis Don Smith  

Communion 
James Fuller*, Allen Griffith 
Coyce Reed, Caleb Dennis 

John Barnum*, Ken Maninger 
Chase Churchwell, Ryan Rudloff  

Closing Prayer Gene Bannister  Allen Griffith  

Attendance Cards Aaron Smith  Ian Barnum  

Sunday PM: Song Leader: Ken Maninger  Song Leader: Tom Wilcox  

Opening Prayer Randy Huckaby  Gene Bannister  

Scripture  
Reading 

Vernon Zier  Rafe Smith  

Communion James Fuller John Barnum  

Closing Prayer Kevin Ross  James Fuller  

 
December 2019 

Make Announcements: 
 Don Smith   

Prepare Communion: 
Allen & Linda Griffith  

Clean Building: 
James & Cindy Fuller  

 
 

January 2020 
Make Announcements: 

Ken Maninger 
Prepare Communion: 
Mike & Patti Bannister 

Clean Building: 
Mike & Patti Bannister  

Wednesday  
Devotionals: 

December 4 
Prayer Night  

December 11 
Joe Dennis  

December 18 
Rafe Smith 

December 25 
Don Smith 

Be like the Bereans who “received the word with all readiness of mind,  
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) 

Search the Scriptures 

Studies for the week of December 1, 2019 
Sunday Class …....…..………..…………..……......... 1 Corinthians 7:30 
Wed. Class ……….……………...….. Servant Training: Making a Talk 


