th &

Contact Us:

3201 4th Street
Brownwood, TX 76801

325-646-7102

www.4thstreetcoc.org
office@4thstreetcoc.org

Meeting Times:

Sunday:
Bible Study.............. 9:45 AM
Worship.......ccoeueen. 10:40 AM
Care, Inc. Service....2:30 PM
Worship.....ccccvvverens 6:00 PM
Wednesday:
Ladies Bible Class 10:00 AM
Bible Study.............. 7:00 PM

Elders:
Gene Bannister....... Billy Chism

Deacons:
Mike Bannister......... Don Smith

John Barnum

Preacher:
Johnny McCaghren

Works We Support:

Cherokee Home for Children
Gospel Broadcast Network
Heart of Texas Bible Camp (Bangs)
House to House, Heart to Heart
Mission Printing
Rohan Jones, Africa
The Truth in Love
World Bible School

Let us know if you want to study
the Bible to know more about
Christ and His Church.

Stewart
church of Christ
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and the gates of hell shall not /)r'evm'/ against it."

" ttfpon this rock 9 will build my bl ﬂ"s"?]
:
~ Matthew 16:(8

June 16, 2019

Father Knows Best

What makes an ideal father? In our day and time, what is the picture of a father?
Leadership, protector, provider, love and disciple have gone to the wayside. Think
about the images of fathers we see on TV and in the movies. Fathers are often
viewed as goofs, careless, uninvolved in their children’s lives, abandoning their
responsibilities, lazy or abusive. This often influences our view of fathers and how
fathers take or don’t take care of their families. Thankfully, the Bible draws us a
picture of what a father should be and gives us a model to follow. The Bible can
also be a guide to allow us to honor fathers when we see godly men living the ex-
ample that God has set for them. Luke 15:11-32 is the Parable of the Prodigal Son,
and yet, it is not only a parable about two sons, it is a parable about a loving father,
who represents God. The father in this parable provides one of the best possible
role models that is found in the Bible for Christian fathers today. A father who is to
be honored is one who sets an example of godliness and guides his children to hav-
ing faith in God. Godly fathers know best.

Godly fathers know best about giving their children freedom. In Luke 15, the
younger son, for whatever reason, rejected his home. As difficult as it is, fathers
need to give their children freedom to make their own decisions. A saying goes this
way, “Love is like a dove, if you have it and let it go and it comes back to you, you
know it was meant to be.” In Luke 15:11-12, the younger son wanted his father to
give him his share of the inheritance so that he could leave home. The father gave
his son freedom, which is always difficult to do. The father knew that according to
custom, he could divide his estate and give a share to the younger son, but this usu-
ally took place after death. Yet, by giving the boy his inheritance early, the father
may have suspected that his son would probably waste the money and not use it
properly, which was the case in this parable. The father could have kept it until it
was time and invested the money. He could have used his wisdom to turn the mon-
ey into a bigger profit. However, he did not. Instead, the father divided the inher-
itance and gave freedom to the boy to do what he wanted.

Freedom can be a dangerous gift. The father knew the dangers, pitfalls and the
heartache that would come to his son if he did not use the money wisely. As we
read in verses 13-16, the boy did the one thing his father feared. He wasted the
money on wild living, and he spent everything. We can easily look around and see
children doing the same thing today. They demand the car, an apartment or money.
They wreck the car, don’t take care of the apartment and then waste all their mon-
ey. A father once said to his son, “God gives every person a rope. Each person can
choose what to do with that rope. You can tie the rope to something and pull it. Or
you can put the rope around your neck and hang yourself.” The younger son in the
parable had enough rope, and he proverbially hanged himself. The younger son left
because he thought he could conquer the world. He was old enough, tough enough,
had enough friends, and he could do everything on his own, or so he thought.

His dream had come true. He had freedom; he was his own boss; he could get up
out of bed when he wanted and didn’t have all the chores around the house. He had
all the friends he wanted. Then, the money ran out, and when the money went, so
did his friends and his freedom. He realized he was helpless, and no one was
around. It got so bad that he had to fight the pigs for their food. For a Jew, this
would have been despicable and the lowest blow one could imagine. There is a
price for freedom. Sometimes, we must learn the hard way.

(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1)

It is true that parents are to teach their children to be inde-
pendent, how to manage money, take care of themselves,
provide for themselves and put God first. There will come
a time when children will need to leave home for college,
marriage, to go to the military or other employment and
start lives on their own. Yet, sometimes children leave
home for no good reason and only in rebellion, like the
young man in the parable. Like many young people who
rebel today, the prodigal, in time, decided to go back home.
The boy in the parable thought he must go back because
even his father’s servants were treated better than he was
experiencing. So, he went back. This was the beginning of
repentance, coming to oneself and going back home,
changing his life.

Godly fathers know best how to treat their wayward chil-
dren (vs. 17-24). The son in Luke 15 returned home, not
knowing what to expect. As an act of repentance, he came
home. His heart was guilt-ridden; he had failed, and he had
done the one thing his father thought he might do. How
embarrassing and humiliating? He did not want to come
home this way. He wanted to come home successful and
proud of his accomplishments. Now, instead of a speech on
how great he was, he now had to plan a speech about how
wrong he was. However, as he was far off, his Father saw
him. His father ran to him, filled with compassion, hugged
him and kissed him. Then, the prodigal’s father threw his
son a party. The only one who came to meet the returning
wayward boy was his father. He was waiting and watching
for his son. Notice that the father didn’t lose his faith in
this process; he didn’t stop doing what he always had done.

I had an acquaintance of mine who is a faithful preacher,
but his child rebelled. The child got in with the wrong
crowd, into drugs, refused to go to church and it got to the
point that the police were involved. The child left home.
My friend, as he told the story, told me that he and his wife
were greatly grieved. They really didn’t know what to do,
but they did stay faithful to God. They continued nurturing
their faith, praying and being involved with the church.
Over time, the child did return home, was restored to the
faith and the last I heard was growing in the faith. My
friend said he talked with his child after he came home,
when some of the pain had eased, and asked him why he
left. The child said it was “because of your Christianity.”
Then, my friend said why did you come back, and he said
it was “because of your Christianity.” This family contin-

ued to stay faithful to God regardless of the decisions of
their child, and that is the one thing that helped that prodi-
gal child to come back home. We must give our children
their freedom, but we must continue to be faithful our-
selves to the Lord. Remember Ezekiel 18:20, which reads,
“The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for
the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the inig-
uity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon himself.”

A good father often treats a child not the way the child de-
serves to be treated, but rather often with unmerited favor.
The ideal father deals with all his children with grace and
discipline, but he deals with the wayward child with mercy.
Notice the younger son’s reception upon returning home.
The father did not ask about the lost money or his misad-
ventures. He knew his son was dead and was alive again;
he was lost and now he was found. So, they began to cele-
brate! They had a party, a good time, lots of happiness and
rejoicing over this one son.

Abraham Lincoln was asked how he was going to treat the
rebellious southerners when they had finally been defeated
and had returned to the Union. Lincoln replied, “I will treat
them as if they had never been away.” That is how the fa-
ther treated his wayward son. However, the older son in
Luke 15 did not like that his brother upon coming back re-
sulted in the sounds of music and dancing coming from the
house (vs. 25-29). He was invited to the party. He was en-
couraged to come, but he did not attend. Some children test
the character of their fathers, and the older son was such a
one. When the father came to the older son (vs. 28- 30), the
older son spoke angry words because of his father’s reac-
tion to the return of the younger brother. The father must
have been sad and upset over his older son’s reaction, but
look how the father reacted (vs. 31-32). He treated him
with kindness and even explained his actions. The father
set an example of what Ephesians 6:4 means. “And, fathers
do not provoke your children to wrath: but bring them up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

We can learn many lessons from this parable, especially
the example of the father, but I hope we can observe at
least two lessons. First, teach your children and grandchil-
dren how to deal with freedom. We have about 18 years to
teach them how to deal with freedom and independence.

(Continued on page 3)

Television
The Truth In Love (Robert Dodson)
Sunday @ 7:00am on KTAB
In Search of the Lord’s Way (Phil Sanders)
Sunday @ 7:30am on KTAB
Life In The Light (Chris McCurley)
Sunday @ 10:00am on KTAB
Radio
Preaching the Word (Michael Light)
Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3
Internet
TheGospelRadioNetwork.org
Gospel Broadcasting Network (Gbntv.org)

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s
sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17).

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24)

Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and
King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33)

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5)

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel |June 23
by being baptized for the forgiveness of your
sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16)

Live faithfully (Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7-8)

Bible Reading Schedule

video.wvbs.org/access/interactive-bible-reading-plan/

June 16 1 Samuel 11—12 (video)
June 17 1 Samuel 13—14
June 18 1 Samuel 15—16
June 19 1 Samuel 17—19

June 20
June 21
June 22

1 Samuel 20—22 (video)
1 Samuel 23—25

1 Samuel 26—31

2 Samuel 1—3

“Be diligent to present yourself approved
to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.”

(2 Timothy 2:15)
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Visitation Meeting
¢ Each Sunday night immediately before the evening
worship. Last week 58 contacts were made.

Announcements
¢ Summer Youth Series this week is at the Hamilton.
7:00pm Tuesday.
¢ Mark your calendar—there will be a celebration of
Jack Hill’s 90" birthday, Saturday, July 27™. De-
tails on bulletin board.

Upcoming Special Events at 4th & Stewart
¢ August 6—We host Summer Youth Series
¢ Oct. 19—Ladies Day w/ Denise Surles,

chor of the Soul”
¢ Oct. 27-30—Fall Gospel Meeting w/ Bryan Braswell
Other Upcoming Opportunities to Learn and Grow

“Hope—The An-

¢ June 23-27—Junior Camp.

July 14-19—Senior Camp.

July 17-20—VBS @ Rising Star, 6-8pm, 2 years through 5th grade
(completed). “Marooned! Steady Faith in Shifting Sands”

July 27—VBS @ Hamilton

August 16-22—Polishing the Pulpit (Sevierville, TN)

Oct. 4-6—Texas Ladies in Christ Retreat @ Brady

Oct. 12-30—Lectureship @ Hico

Oct. 19-20—Lectureship @ Hamilton

* o

* & & o o

(Continued from page 2)

Parents, our job is to teach them, train them and let them go.
However, if they leave home before we or they are really
ready, be prepared to accept your children when they come
to you in repentance, looking for help and love. Do not say,
“I told you so!” or “You should have listened to me.” Open
your arms and give them a hug, just like the father in Luke
15.

Second, children need to see the example of a godly father.
We can see in this parable that the father was a godly man by
the way he treated his sons with love, forgiveness and mercy.
Today, we need godly fathers who are involved in their chil-
dren’s lives, and when trouble comes, they will go to their
fathers. It is said that children will often choose the religion
of their fathers over their mothers. I know many cases where
this true. Whatever the father deems as important the chil-
dren will see that as important as well. It may be God, or it
may be the world.

The Bible specifically singles out fathers as the ones who are
to teach their children the ways of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). Both
parents share responsibilities in this, but notice fathers spe-
cifically must answer to God whether their children are
taught the ways of the Lord! Fathers, get involved with God,
read your Bible, pray with your children, come to church and
live the Christian life daily. This will help your children to be
godly, too. Fathers, you are an example to your children; you
are their heroes. Strive to live in a way that will help them
grow up in the Lord. Be the father that they can trust, so
when they make mistakes, they will be willing to come to
you.

Although Jesus made His point with this parable that lost
people matter to God, the lost sons really mattered to fathers.
It leaves us with some questions. Did the younger brother
continue to be a faithful son? Did he and his brother recon-
cile? Did the older brother repent? Sometimes, the Bible
leaves us on the edge of our seats so we can think it through.
We need to ask ourselves, “Where do I fit into the parable?”
“Which person am 1?” “Am I like the younger son needing to
turn to God and repent?” “Am I the older son, unwelcoming
of the sinner who has repented?” Or, “Am I like the loving
father, offering forgiveness to a lost child?”

May we each strive to be like the father in Luke 15 and to be
that spiritual hero to our children and to our families. The
greatest gift a father can give a child is the love for God and
a faith in Jesus Christ. Interestingly enough, it is when we
become Christians that we are able to call God Father. Is God
your Father, or maybe you once were a child of God, but you
left home. Will you come back? Come home today!

Mark T. Tonkerjy (Gospel Gazette Online, June 2019, p. 7)

Celebrate

June Birthdays: Mike Bannister (4), Caleb Dennis (6), Loutrell Dobbins (8), Shannon
Dennis (13), John Ross (15), Donna Sublett (19), David Greer (26), Ashley Kahlich

(29).

June Anniversaries: Johnny & Cindy McCaghren (8), Wayne & Mileen

Kahlich (19), David & Lisa Greer (28).
Mistakes? Left Out? Let Johnny know...

‘Rejoice with those who rejoice...” (Romans 12:15)

Records "o ‘2010
Bible Class 43 34
AM Worship 52 44
PM Worship 39 33
Wednesday PM 38 42
Contribution $1,993 | $1,979




Privileged To Serve

“...be ready to every good work,” (Titus 3:1)

This Week: 6/16/19

Next Week: 6/23/19

June 2019

Make Announcements:
John Barnum

Prepare Communion:

Maninger Family
Clean Building:
Dennis Family

Sunday AM: Song Leader: Mike Bannister Song Leader: Mike Bannister
Greeters John & Tina Barnum Allen & Linda Griftith
Opening Prayer Allen Griffith Ken Maninger
Communion Don .Smith*, Vernon Zier Ryan Rudloff*, Allen Grifﬁth
Kevin Ross, Coyce Reed James Fuller, Caleb Dennis
Closing Prayer John Barnum Gene Bannister

July 2019

Attendance Cards Aaron Smith

Tan Barnum Make Announcements:

James Fuller

Sunday PM: Song Leader: Ken Maninger Song Leader: Joe Dennis P .
repare Communion:
Opening Prayer Rafe Smith Randy Huckaby Tom & Carol Wilcox
Ser Clean Building:
crlpt.u re Joe Dennis Rafe Smith James & Cindy Fuller
Reading
Communion Don Smith Ryan Rudloff
Closing Prayer James Fuller Don Smith
Wednesday June 19 June 26 July 3 July 10
Devotionals: Rafe Smith Don Smith Prayer Night Joe Dennis

Search the Scriptures

Be like the Bereans who “received the word with all readiness of mina,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” (AC'[S 17:11)

Studies for the week of June 16, 2019

Sunday Class 1 Corinthians 5:1
Wed. Class ...........c......... Servant Training: Reading the Scriptures

Extreme Makeover: Eternity Edition

I. Extreme Makeover: Satan’s Edition.
A. What precipitated the transformation from very good (Gen. 1:31) to very
wicked (Gen, 6:5)? The answer is Satan — the devil.
B. Satan works diligently to transform men into beings unprepared for eternity.

1. Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 13).

2. King Saul {1 Sam. 9-31).

3. The children of Israel (Ezek. 16).

C. Although humans are born innocent and without sin, Satan is working hard
to transform all accountable people from sinless to sinful.
Il. Extreme Makeover: God's Edition.
A. Preachers often declare: “Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people”™,
B. What God Has Done To Transform Man.

1. The Word Became Flesh {In. 1:1, 14; Phil. 2:7-8).

2. The Word Became Flesh and Suffered and Died (Heb. 2:14-17).

3. The Word {Jesus) Arose From the Deod and Ascended Into Heaven to
Prepare an Eternal Dwelling Place for Man (Mt. 27:64; Acts 1:9-11; In.
14:1-6).

C. Some Examples of God's Transforming Power.
1. The physical regim (did not prepare the people involved for eternity).
2. Spiritual transformations.
a. Manasseh (2 Chron. 33),
b. The Prodigal Son (Lk. 15).
¢. Saul of Tarsus {Acts 9),
d. The Corinthians (1 Cor. 6:9-11).
Ill. Extreme Makeover: Final Edition,
A. Jesus will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel

and with the trumpet of God (1 Thess. 4:16).

B. The living and the dead will be transformed into incorruptible bodies suited

for eternal existence (Jn. 5:28-29; 1 Cor. 15:42-44; 1 Thess. 4:16).

C. The material universe will also experience an extreme makeover (2 Pet,

3:10-14).

Have you been transformed by the Gospel of Christ so that | am now ready to
face eternity?

The New Life in Christ
Putting on Godly Qualities (Col. 3:12-14)
I. “Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved” (12a).
A. Therefore looks back to the preceding statement: “Christ is all and in all”,
B. The Christians in Colossae were the elect [chosen)],
1. Evidence that “the elect” are not pre-assigned to salvation is apparent in
Paul's statement concerning the elect in 2 Timothy 2:10.
2. God has predestined that those who come into Christ will be conformed
to the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29).
C. These brethren were among the elect of God, "therefore” they were to live
as those who are "holy and beloved"” of God.
Il. “Put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering™ (12b).
A. Put on is a command that emphasizes the Colossians’ need to clothe
themselves with the virtues that follow in the text.
B. Tender Mercies [a heart of compassion; bowels of mercies — KIV].
1. “Tender" is expressed in acts of mercy, pity, concern, and awareness of
people's problems.
2. The word translated “mercies " literally means "bowels”; used here in
reference to compassion,
C. Kindness — helpfulness, generosity, tenderness, uprightness, goodness —
describes a quality of God's nature; a quality that Christians should develop.
0. Humilizy is used of a lowly attitude toward self that is contrasted with false
humility , pride, arrogance, and boastfulness.
E. Meekness ~ not being overly impressed by a sense of one’s own importance.
F. Longsuffering — able to bear up under provocation, patience toward others.
Ill. "Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a
plaint ogainst ther; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do”,
A. Bearing with means to be tolerant ~ willing to endure difficult and irritating
situations, as well as provocation from others,
B. The word for forgiving here refers to the forgiveness of a debt or offense.
IV. “But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection” (14).
A. The supreme quality of Christians to develop is “love”; it exceeds all others.
B. Paul spoke of perfection, which he tied closely to the concept of love,
C. Bond refers to that which holds things together.




