
     

     

  

  

 

Contact Us: 
 

3201 4th Street 

Brownwood, TX 76801 
 

325-646-7102 
 

www.4thstreetcoc.org 

office@4thstreetcoc.org 
 
 

Meeting Times: 

 Sunday: 

  Bible Study ..............9:45 AM 

  Worship .................10:40 AM 

  Care, Inc. Service .... 2:30 PM 

  Worship ................... 6:00 PM 

  

 Wednesday: 

  Ladies Bible Class .10:00 AM 

  Bible Study .............. 7:00 PM 
 

 

 

Elders: 
 Gene Bannister ....... Billy Chism 
 
 

Deacons: 
 Mike Bannister ......... Don Smith 
 
 

 James Thomas 
 
 

Preacher: 
Johnny McCaghren  

 

 

 

Works We Support: 
 

 

Cherokee Home for Children 
 

Gospel Broadcast Network 
 

Heart of Texas Bible Camp (Bangs) 
 

House to House, Heart to Heart 
 

Mission Printing 
 

Rohan Jones, Africa 
 

The Truth in Love 
 

World Bible School 
 

Let us know if you want to study 

the Bible to know more about 

Christ and His Church. 

January 7, 2018 

Terah Begot Abraham—When? 
Two of the messages that “ring out” from Bible genealogies are that man has been 

on the Earth since the sixth day of Creation, and that his creation was not very long 

ago. Although many would have us believe that the Earth is billions of years old 

and that man has been on the Earth for only a few million years, the lengthy bibli-

cal genealogies that extend from Jesus all the way back to Adam reveal that man 

was created only a few thousand years ago. Some assert that since various biblical 

genealogies contain gaps, they are worthless when attempting to determine how 

long man has been upon the Earth. The fact is, however, the only reason we know 

of these gaps is because the Bible fills them in elsewhere. The claim that the gene-

alogies are worthless in approximating the length of man’s time on the Earth (and 

thus the age of the Earth—Genesis 1; Mark 10:6) is completely without foundation 

[see Author Custance (1967), The Genealogies of the Bible, p. 3]. 

While recognizing that biblical genealogies are trustworthy, we nevertheless must 

use caution when speaking about the exact age of the Earth. Unfortunately, in an 

attempt to defend the strict chronology of biblical genealogies, some read them 

without taking into account that certain Hebrew phrases possess a wider connota-

tion than what might be perceived in English. One of these phrases is found several 

times in Genesis 11. In this chapter, we learn of various Messianic ancestors who 

lived a certain age and begot sons. For example, verse 16 of that chapter reads, 

“Eber lived thirty-four years, and begot Peleg.” Later, we read where “Nahor 

lived 29 years, and begot Terah” (11:24). The sons listed in this chapter generally 

are thought to be the firstborn sons, yet the evidence shows that this was not al-

ways the case. There was not always a father-to-firstborn-son linkage. 

One might assume that because Genesis 11:26 states, “Now Terah lived seventy 

years, and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran,” Abram (also known as Abraham; cf. 

Genesis 17:5) was Terah’s firstborn and that he was born when Terah was 70. The 

truth is, however, Abraham was not born for another 60 years. When Stephen was 

delivering his masterful sermon recorded in Acts 7, he stated that Abraham moved 

to the land of Palestine “after the death of his father [Terah—EL]” (7:4). Yet if 

Terah was 205 years old when he died (Genesis 11:32), and Abraham departed Ha-

ran when he was 75 (Genesis 12:4), then Terah was 130, not 70, when Abraham 

was born. In light of this information, John Whitcomb and Henry Morris have 

helped us better understand Genesis 11:26 by paraphrasing it as follows: “And 

Terah lived seventy years and begat the first of his three sons, the most important 

of whom (not because of age but because of the Messianic line) was Abram” [John 

C. Whitcomb and Henry M. Morris (1961), The Genesis Flood, p. 480]. 

Lest one think this is an isolated incident (where the son mentioned was not the 

firstborn son), consider another example. Genesis 5:32 states: “And Noah was five 

hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” Like the situation 

(Continued on page 2) 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable ser-

vice. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 

will of God.                                                                                       Romans 12:1-2 



Television  

The Truth In Love (Robert Dodson) 

Sunday @ 7:00am on KTAB 

In Search of the Lord’s Way (Phil Sanders) 

Sunday @ 7:30am on KTAB 

Life In The Light (Chris McCurley) 

Sunday @ 10:00am on KTAB 

Radio  
Preaching the Word (Michael Light) 

Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3 

Internet 

TheGospelRadioNetwork.org 

Gospel Broadcasting Network (Gbntv.org) 

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man 
 

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s  

sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17). 
 

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24) 
 

Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and 

King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33) 
 

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5) 
 

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel 

by being baptized for the forgiveness of your 

sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16) 
 

Live faithfully (Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7-8) 

Bible Reading Schedule  
 

Jan. 7 Genesis 21:22—24:27 

Jan. 8 Genesis 24:28—26:35 

Jan. 9 Genesis 27—29 

Jan. 10 Genesis 30:1—31:42 

Jan. 11 Genesis 31:43—34:31 

Jan. 12 Genesis 35:1—37:24 

Jan. 13 Genesis 37:25—40:8 

Jan. 14 Genesis 40:9—42:28 
 

“Be diligent to present yourself approved 

to God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 

truth.” 

with Terah begetting Abraham, Nahor, and Haran, here we 

read that at age 500, Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Was Shem the firstborn? Were the three sons of Noah trip-

lets? Or was Shem mentioned first because of his Messianic 

connection? In all likelihood, the evidence seems to indicate 

that Shem was not the firstborn, but was born two years later. 

Consider the following passages:  

“Noah was six hundred years old when the flood 

waters were on the earth” (Genesis 7:6). 

“And it came to pass in the six hundred and first 

year, in the first month, the first day of the month, 

that the waters were dried up from the earth and 

Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, 

and indeed the surface of the ground was 

dry” (Genesis 8:13, emp. added). 

“Shem was one hundred years old, and begot Ar-

phaxad two years after the flood” (Genesis 11:10, 

emp. added). 

These verses seem to suggest that Shem was not born when 

Noah was 500, but when Noah was 502. A comparison of 

Genesis 11:10 with 10:22 may suggest that Shem’s son, Ar-

phaxad, was not the firstborn son in his family. Likely, Shem, 

Arphaxad, and others are mentioned first for the same reason 

Abraham is—because they are Messianic ancestors, not be-

cause they were the firstborn sons of their fathers. Interest-

ingly, numerous other Messianic ancestors, such as Seth, 

Isaac, Jacob, Judah, and Perez, were not firstborn sons. Lest 

someone accuse Moses of dishonesty when recording these 

genealogies, we must remember that the year of begetting a 

first son, known in the Old Testament as “the beginning of 

strength,” was an important year in the life of the Israelite 

(Gen. 49:3; Deut. 21:17; Psa. 78:51; and Psa. 105:36). It is 

this year…and not the year of the birth of the Messianic link, 

that is given in each case in Genesis 11 (Whitcomb and Mor-

ris, 1961, p. 480). 

For this reason (and perhaps others), a limited number of ad-

ditional years may be added to the genealogical records. 

Thus, trying to “peg” an exact date for Creation is futile. It 

may be that several hundred years could be added to the 

6,000 years that many creationists give for the age of the 

Earth. It is important to remember, however, that even though 

the genealogies may leave room for a limited amount of addi-

tional time, it is impossible to fit tens of thousands, hundreds 

of thousands, or millions of years in them. 

Eric Lyons (apologeticspress.org) 

(Continued from page 1) 

In What Sense Has Christ  

Abolished Death? 
The eleventh chapter of Hebrews is a marvelous collage of Old 

Testament characters who lived the life of faith. After rehearsing 

these examples, the inspired writer offers this encouragement. 

“Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about 

with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which does so easily beset us, and let 

us run with patience the race that is set before us, look-
ing unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of God” (12:1-2). 

How is it that the sacred writer can describe Christ as possessing 

the “joy that was set before him,” while, at the same time, allud-

ing to the torture of “the cross”? 

Perhaps the answer lies, at least partially, within a passage in 

Paul’s second letter to Timothy. The apostle says that God’s pur-

pose and grace find their fullest expression in the manifestation of 

Christ who  

“abolished death, and brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10). 

The Greek term for “abolish” is katargeo, which means “to re-

duce to a state of inactivity.” The interesting thing about the parti-

ciple, “having abolished,” is that it reflects an action already ac-

complished. 

In what sense could it be said that “death” has been “abolished” 

already? Do we not all too often make that sad journey to the 

cemetery, bearing the remains of our loved ones? Are not we our-

selves inching closer to that destined departure? 

Clearly the sense of “abolished” is not that death, as an actual 

human experience, has been vanquished already. There must, 

then, be another approach to the “having-abolished” phrase; one 

that is in harmony with the reality that death still stalks each of us. 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

Celebrate “Rejoice with those who rejoice…” (Romans 12:15) 

January Birthdays: Rachel Smith (15), Tom Wilcox (17), Anita Boyd (19), Jaceten 

Evetts (20), Mary Chadwell (22), Mattison Churchwell (25), Karen Bland (29), Judie 

Turner (29). 

January Anniversaries: None.                                                                        

     Mistakes? Left Out? Let Johnny know... 

 

Records Dec. 24, 

2017 

Dec. 31, 

2017 

Bible Class 45 24 

AM Worship        62 38 

PM Worship 37 15 

Wednesday PM 25 31 

Contribution $1,258 $2,242 

Visitation Meeting 

 Each Sunday night immediately before the evening 

worship. Last week 21 contacts were made. 

Announcements 

 First Sunday Fellowship Meal following this morn-

ing’s worship.  

 Our daily Bible reading schedule for 2018 is avail-

able at both exit doors. We will be following the 

“Interactive Bible Reading Plan” provided by 

WVBS. In addition to the daily reading, there are 

videos available online introducing each book and 

providing other interesting information correspond-

ing to the daily reading. If you would like a pdf file 

that will take you directly into the videos on your 

computer, tablet, or smart phone, let Johnny know.  

 On Wednesday evening, Delton McGuire will pre-

sent a lesson entitled “Social Media for Grandpar-

ents.” In today’s world of sexting, cyberbullying and 

online predators, it is important that we can talk to 

our youth about these things from a Christian per-

spective.  

Upcoming Special Events at 4th & Stewart 

 March 25-28—Spring Gospel Meeting w/ Rick Brumback. 

In a literal sense, the experience of death will not be terminated 

until the day of Christ’s return. Elsewhere, Paul addressed that very 

issue.  

“Then comes the end, when he shall deliver up the king-

dom to God, even the Father; when he shall have abol-

ished all rule and all authority and power. For he must 

reign, till he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 

last enemy that shall be abolished is death” (1 Cor. 15:24-

26). 

Across the ages, death has ever held humanity captive to an enslav-

ing horror. The hero of the ancient Epic of Gilgamesh (the Babylo-

nian “Flood” account) says, “Sorrow entered my heart; I am afraid 

of death.” Bildad, Job’s friend, described death as “the king of ter-

rors” (Job 18:14). 

David, ruler of Israel, once lamented that “the terrors of death have 

fallen upon me” (Psa. 55:4). The Greek poet Homer has Achilles 

exclaiming: “Say not a word in death’s favor.” The French writer, 

La Rochefoucauld, in one of his pithy epigrams, opined that 

“neither the sun nor death can be looked at with a steady eye.” 

These sayings, and thousands of others of equal grimness, serve as 

dramatic commentaries on the affirmation enunciated by the writer 

of Hebrews, who declared that “the fear of death” has enslaved 

Adam’s offspring (Heb. 2:15). Happily, though, in the same text, 

inspiration declares that Jesus Christ entered the human realm so 

that, by his death, he might deliver mankind from the slavish dread 

of the concluding physical experience. 

This is what Paul meant when he triumphantly announced that Je-

sus has “abolished” death. By his own permanent escape from the 

bonds of death (by means of his resurrection), Christ has opened 

the way for his people to follow. He has the keys of death and Ha-

des (Rev. 1:18). As our “forerunner” he has entered heaven (Heb. 

6:20), preparing a place for us (Jn. 14:2). 

What confidence we can have, therefore, in the eternal environment 

that lies before us (cf. Heb. 3:14). Our Savior has removed the ter-

ror of death. Perhaps, therefore, we might learn to say (with Paul) 

that we entertain a constant “desire to depart and be with Christ; 

for it is very far better” (Phil. 1:23). Only in the post-death state 

will the child of God truly be “at home” (2 Cor. 5:8). 

Wayne Jackson (christiancourier.com) 



Privileged To Serve “...be ready to every good work,” (Titus 3:1) 

 This Week: 1/7/18 Next Week: 1/14/18 

Sunday AM: Song Leader: Joe Dennis Song Leader: Mike Bannister 

Greeters Maninger Family Fuller Family 

Opening Prayer James Fuller Allen Griffith 

Communion 
Ken Maninger*, Chase Churchwell 

Larry Petty, Ryan Rudloff 

Randy Huckaby*, Hank Wheeler 

Jack Turner, James Thomas 

Closing Prayer Rafe Smith Gene Bannister 

Attendance Cards Aaron Smith Ian Barnum 

Sunday PM: Song Leader: Joe Dennis Song Leader: Tom Wilcox 

Opening Prayer Gene Bannister Rafe Smith 

Scripture  

Reading 
John Barnum James Fuller 

Communion Ken Maninger Randy Huckaby 

Closing Prayer Allen Griffith Ryan Rudloff 

 

January 2018 
Make Announcements: 

Don Smith 

Prepare Communion: 

McCaghren Family 

Clean Building: 

McCaghren Family 

 

 
 

February 2018 
Make Announcements: 

Ken Maninger 

Prepare Communion: 

Fuller Family 

Clean Building: 

Dennis Family 

Wednesday  

Devotionals: 

January 10 

Delton McGuire 

January 17 

Rafe Smith 

January 24 

Don Smith 

January 31 

5th Wednesday Video 

Be like the Bereans who “received the word with all readiness of mind,  
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) Search the Scriptures 

Studies for the week of January 7, 2018 
Sunday Class …………..…..………...….…..…..….……...... Romans 9:1 

Wed. Class …... Delton McGuire—“Social Media for Grandparents” 


