th &

Contact Us:

3201 4th Street
Brownwood, TX 76801

325-646-7102

www.4thstreetcoc.org
office@4thstreetcoc.org

Meeting Times:

Sunday:
Bible Study.............. 9:45 AM
Worship.........cc...... 10:40 AM
Care, Inc. Service....2:30 PM
Worship......ccccooveene 6:00 PM
Wednesday:

Ladies Bible Class.10:00 AM
Bible Study.............. 7:00 PM
Elders:

Gene Bannister....... Billy Chism
Deacons:

Mike Bannister......... Don Smith

James Thomas

Preacher:
Johnny McCaghren

Works We Support:

Cherokee Home for Children
Gospel Broadcast Network
Heart of Texas Bible Camp (Bangs)
House to House, Heart to Heart
Mission Printing
Rohan Jones, Africa
The Truth in Love
World Bible School

Let us know if you want to study
the Bible to know more about
Christ and His Church.

Stewart

church of Christ

2 upon this rack 9 will build my church;
and the  gates of heil shall not pmm;'/ aqainst it."
~ Matthew t6:¢8

October 11, 2015

Gospel Meeting

October 11-14, 2015

“Relationships 101"

4th & Stewart church of Christ
3201 Fourth Street
Brownwood, Texas
Service Times & Topics
Sunday 9:45am It's Not All About Me
10:40am  Let’s Put Things In Order
6:00pm  Please Listen To Me
Monday 7:00pm  God's Design For Wives & Mothers
Tuesday 7:00pm  God’s Design For Husbands & Fathers
Wednesday 11:00am  What Motivates You?—Lunch to Follow
7:00pm Parents & Children

Lunch will be provided after services Sunday Moming.
Snacks & fellowship after Monday & Tuesday evening services.

Bobby Wheat will be conducting our Gospel Meeting. Bobby grew up and com- | « :
pleted High School m Andrews, Texas, He received a Bachelor of Science degree|
m Industnal Education from Abilene Chnstian University in 1981 and a Master of i pr
Science degree in Biblical and Related Studies, also from ACU, m 1987. He has E
also completed additional Graduate level courses in Bible at Freed-Hardeman Uni- |
versity )
Bobby married Nancy Mitchell (daughter of Loy & Donna Mitchell, long-time mus- |
sionanes to Zimbabwe, Afnca) m 1979. Bobby and Nancy have 3 children, all mar-
nied. and seven (soon to be eight) grandchildren

The Wheats served as missionanes in Zimbabwe from 1981 to 1984 and again from I ]
1992 to 1996, and have retured to Zumbabwe several times for short-term nussion |
work.

Bobby has preached for congregations in Trent. TX, Beaver, OK, Winfield, KS, and
Trenton, TN. He is currently the pulpit minister for the Lake Shore Drive congrega-
tion in Waco

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom.
10:17).

“Therefore | said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not be-
lieve that I am He, you will die in your sins” (Jn. 8:24).

“..that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your
e Neart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the
#+ heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is
# made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:9-10).

" “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in
"-" the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
; gift of the Holy Spirit’” (Acts 2:38).

“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10b)




The Purpose of Gospel Meetings

"Why should we have gospel meetings? We
are not baptizing people any more. Gospel
meetings used to accomplish a lot of good
when America was a rural nation and non-
Christians would visit the meetings. But, now
non-Christian Americans will not visit gospel
meetings, so they are a left-over relic from a
by-gone era which are no longer effective in
reaching the people. Gospel meetings need to
be discarded.”

Though these are not the exact words used,
these are the gist of the argument which |
heard a gospel preacher use while conducting
a gospel meeting in our area. If this gospel
preacher felt this way about gospel meetings,
he should not be holding them and surely the
church ought to accommodate him by not
inviting him to conduct any more.

Let us consider the purpose churches have
when they conduct gospel meetings. Remind-
ing ourselves of the legitimate goals of gospel
meetings and refocusing our aims on those
goals should help us to have more effective
gospel meetings.

Faith Comes By Hearing
The purpose of preaching the gospel is sim-
ple: this is God's ordained method of creating
faith. Consider these verses:

“How then shall they call on him in whom
they have not believed? and how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard?
and how shall they hear without a preacher?
And how shall they preach, except they be
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things! But
they have not all obeyed the gospel. For
Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our
report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:13-
17).

“For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe” (1 Cot. 1:21).

The only means which God has of reaching
the hearts of men is through the preaching of
the gospel. We preach the gospel in gospel
meetings (or any other time) for the purpose
of creating, building, and strengthening faith.

To Save the Lost
None can be saved without faith (John 8:24;
Mark 16:15-16). We preach the gospel to
save the lost. One of the primary purposes we
have in gospel meetings is to win the lost.
Even though we admit that fewer non-
Christian visitors are attending gospel meet-
ings than at times in the past, still there are
non-Christians attending most gospel meet-
ings. Think of the non-Christians who attend
the meetings where you attend — the teenag-
ers, mates of Christians, and friends who
occasionally come. In nearly every gospel
meeting | conduct, there are some non-
Christians present and | am preaching the
gospel in an effort to save them.

Christians can develop an evil heart of unbe-
lief and fall into sin. The writer of Hebrews
said, "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in de-
parting from the living God" (3:12). We
preach to save the erring Christians who have
developed an evil heart of unbelief. In most
gospel meetings that are conducted, there are
erring Christians who would freely admit that
they are presently in an unsaved condition.
We preach with the purpose of saving their
souls and restoring them to the Lord (cf. Gal.
6:1; Jas. 5:19-20).

Many erring Christians have been taught the
truth on such things as institutionalism,
church sponsored recreation, instrumental
music in worship, unscriptural divorce and
remarriage, and other forms of sin in which
they were engaged through the efforts of gos-
pel meetings. Some have repented of their
sins and been restored to God through these
efforts.

To Keep What We've Got

We preach in gospel meetings to strengthen
all Christians. We want to hold the ones we

have. To do so, we must keep their faith
strong in the Lord. The means of doing that is
to continue to teach them the word of God's
grace. As Paul departed from the elders of the
church at Ephesus, he said, "And now, breth-
ren, | commend you to God, and to the word
of his grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among all
them which are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). The
teaching of the word of God's grace is what
strengthens one's faith. We preach the gospel
to hold what we already have won for Christ.

Many families have had their marriage
strengthened through lessons on the family,
received words of encouragement or hope,
learned to pray more effectively, and other-
wise been strengthened through the efforts in
gospel meetings. Are the Christians in your
local church so strong that they need no more
strengthening?

Less Preaching is the Wrong Answer
If we understand that preaching is the di-
vinely ordained way to create, build, and
strengthen faith, we should immediately see
that less preaching will produce less faith! In
recognizing the fact that we are reaching
fewer people today with the gospel, we must
understand that less preaching is not the
proper solution and answer to the problem.

What does a person do who wants to eat fresh
fish when the fish are not biting? Does he
quit fishing or fish less? I used to fish a good
bit as a young man. | learned that a person
had to fish a lot harder to catch enough fish
for dinner when the fish were not biting than
when they were biting. We are living in a
time when the "fish" (non-Christian world)
are not biting. We are, therefore, going to
have to work a lot harder to find the good and
honest in heart who might respond to the
gospel.

As A Testimony to the World

What was God's message to his prophets
when the world became unwilling to listen

(Continued on page 4)

Television
The Truth In Love (Robert Dodson)
Sunday @ 7:00am on KTAB
In Search of the Lord’s Way (Phil Sanders)
Sunday @ 7:30am on KTAB
Life In The Light (Chris McCurley)
Sunday @ 10:30am on KTAB

Radio

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s

sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17).

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24)
Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and

King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33)

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5)

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel
by being baptized for the forgiveness of your
sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16)

Live faithfully (Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7-8)

Preaching the Word (Michael Light)
Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3
Internet
TheGospelRadioNetwork.org
Gospel Broadcasting Network (Gbntv.org)

Bible Reading Schedule

Oct. 11 Matt. 8:1-13; Luke 7

Oct. 12 Matt. 11

Oct. 13 Matt. 12:22-50; Luke 11
Oct. 14 Matt. 13; Luke 8

Oct. 15 Matt. 8:14-34; Mark 4-5
Oct. 16 Matt. 9-10

Oct. 17 Mt. 14; Mk. 6; Luke 9:1-17
Oct. 18 John 6

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to
God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

(2 Timothy 2:15)
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19 Ways To Tangibly Improve Your Relationship
With God Today

Try to spend 5 minutes of prayer in which you do nothing but praise Him.

Do something for Him that requires you to step out of your comfort zone—

initiate a conversation with a stranger, give a tract to a co-worker you’ve been

talking to, etc.

o Have a devotional with your family.

Call a shut-in or stop by and visit a widow or widower.

o Write a missionary, expressing appreciation and giving encouragement.

Anonymously give a sacrificial amount of money for a family in need or some-

one dependent upon support (school of preaching student or teacher, missionary,

etc.).

Contact an elder, asking him something you could do to help them in their work.

Make a list of a least 20 blessings God has given specifically to you.

o Speak to someone at church services you have never spoken to before.

Invite a family from church you don’t know will over for dinner.

Put a packet with bottled water and granola bar, along with a tract, into a Zip-

lock bag to give to the person at the intersection asking for assistance.

Pick out a Bible book you are unfamiliar with and start breaking it down, look-

ing for key words, purpose statement, and other clues to better understand it.

Take copious notes.

Pray for someone you are having problems with, an enemy, critic, or one who

has offended you.

Alone or with your spouse and/or children, sing several songs of praise and

admonition.

o Carry a meal to a young mother who has had a difficult day.

o Give a big smile and warm greeting to a fellow shopper or employee at a store
or restaurant.

o Ask for a list of last Sunday’s visitors and send them each a worm, brief note.

o Think of an area for spiritual improvement in your life and ask God to help you
focus on it, being transparent and sincere as you petition Him.

o Ask the person closest to you (parent, spouse, sibling, etc.) something they need
for you to pray for on their behalf.

Can you think of additional ways?

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Neil Pollard

Celebrate gy nits thove who rpie...

“(Romans 1257 | RECOPAS Sk 27 Oct 4

October Birthdays: Lisa Greer (5), Matthew Churchwell (7), Sarah Evetts (12), JO|Bible Class 49 50

Maninger (12), Hank Wheeler (13), Tina Barnum (14), Cassie Freeman (23).
October Anniversaries: Stormy & Juanita Barnum (25), Mike & Patti

Bannister (27).

Mistakes? Left Out? Let Johnny know...

AM Worship 70 68
PM Worship 48 51
Wednesday PM 49 43

Contribution $1,492 | $2,659




Privileged To Serve

"..be rem@ to every ﬂoo/ work," (Titus 3:1)

This Week: 10/11/15 Next Week: 10/18/15 October 2015
Sunday AM: Song Leader: Mike Bannister Song Leader: Mike Bannister Make Announcements:
Greeters John Barnum Family Tom & Carol Wilcox James Fuller

Prepare Communion:

Opening Prayer

Gene Bannister

Allen Griffith

Allen & Linda Griffith

Communion

James Fuller*, Don Smith
Ken Maninger, Tom Wilcox

Randy Huckaby*, Allen Bland
Joe Dennis, Caleb Dennis

Clean Building:
Fuller / Stultz / Bridges
Hostess Committee:

Closing Prayer Billy Chism Tom Wilcox Laura Huckaby’s group
Attendance Cards Chase Churchwell Jaceten Evetts November 2015

Sunday PM: Song Leader: Johnny McCaghren Song Leader: James Fuller Make Announcements:
Opening Prayer Allen Griffith Don Smith Don Smith L
_ Prepare Communion:
Scnpt_ure James Thomas John Barnum John Ba”‘“’T‘ F_amlly

Reading Clean Building:
Communion James Fuller Randy Huckaby M. & P. Bannister / L. Greer

Hostess Committee:

Closing Prayer Randy Huckaby Gene Bannister Laura Huckaby’s group
Wednesday October 14 October 21 October 28 November 4
Devotionals: Gospel Meeting Tom Wilcox Don Smith Prayer Night

(Continued from page 2)

and hear his word? Did he tell them to quit
preaching? | am reminded of God's word to
Ezekiel. He instructed him to go to the hard-
hearted in the house of Israel, knowing full
well when he sent the prophet that the people
would not hear. Yet, God said, “But the
house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for
they will not hearken unto me: for all the
house of Israel are impudent and hard-
hearted. Behold, | have made thy face strong
against their faces, and thy forehead strong
against their foreheads. As an adamant
harder than flint have | made thy forehead:
fear them not, neither be dismayed at their
looks, though they be a rebellious
house” (3:7-9).

Noah ministered as a "preacher of righteous-
ness" for 120 years while the ark was being
prepared. Yet, he was only able to save his
own household. Should he have done less
preaching?

We must admit that Americans are less inter-
ested in spiritual things today than they were
several years ago, if the measuring stick is
how often non-Christians attend gospel meet-
ings. We are not stating that gospel meetings
should be the one and only means of trying to
reach the lost. Home Bible studies, corre-
spondence courses, radio and television pro-
grams, bulletins, newspaper articles, and
other means of reaching out to those who are
lost in sin must be used in the most effective
manner possible. Those who calling for fewer
and shorter gospel meetings seem ready to
discard one of the ways which has been most
effective in reaching those outside of Christ.

If a person has another effective way of
reaching the lost, by all means use it. How-
ever, what is gained by discarding another
effective tool which also has helped reach the
lost, especially in light of the many other
goods which are being accomplished through
these gospel meetings?

To Save Our Own Souls

We have a responsibility to make sure the
world knows the word of God. As God ap-
pointed Ezekiel as a watchman for the house
of Israel, he said, “Son of man, I have made
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and
give them warning from me. When | say unto
the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn
the wicked from his wicked way, to save his
life; the same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he
turn not from his wickedness, nor from his
wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but
thou hast delivered thy soul” (3:17-19).

Paul reflected the same concept when he told
the elders of the church at Ephesus that he
was "pure from the blood of all men™ (Acts
20:26) because he had declared the whole
counsel of God to them. Can we be free from
the blood of all men without preaching the
word of God even to those who are unwilling
to hear?

No Excuse for Not Working
I have heard brethren excuse themselves from
working by saying that no one is interested in
the gospel we have to preach. We cannot
salve our consciences by such statements.

The fact of the matter is that too many
churches have fallen into the rut of having a
spring and fall gospel meeting from habit and
custom. The church buys printed announce-
ments which are mailed to area churches and
the meetings are attended by the most spiri-
tual ones from area congregations and many
of the saints in the local church. The trouble
is that sometimes a goodly percentage of the
local church does not care enough about the
preaching of the gospel to come to the meet-
ing (or other services than the Sunday morn-
ing worship to observe the Lord's Supper).
Many Christians are not inviting their friends,
relatives, and neighbors to hear the gospel
preached. They do not talk to those with
whom they come in contact to open doors of
opportunities for the gospel. Then when no
one comes to the meeting, they say, "Gospel
meetings aren't doing any good anymore."
What we need to be saying is this: "We have
quit working to reach our friends and
neighbors with the gospel. Many of us are too
pre-occupied with the cares of this world to
even come to the meeting ourselves, much
less bring someone with us. We need to re-
pent of our sinful negligence and apathy and
give ourselves totally to the Lord's work."
When this happens, brethren will be tremen-
dously surprised at how much good can be
done in gospel meetings.

Let's not use the excuse that meetings will do

no good to salve our consciences when we do

not put forth the effort to reach those who are
lost.

Mike Willis, August 19, 1993

Guardian of Truth XXXVII: 16, p. 3-5.




