
      

 

   

  

 

Contact Us: 
 

3201 4th Street 

Brownwood, TX 76801 
 

325-646-7102 
 

www.4thstreetcoc.org 

office@4thstreetcoc.org 
 
 

Meeting Times: 

 Sunday: 

  Bible Study ..............9:45 AM 

  Worship .................10:40 AM 

  Care, Inc. Service .... 2:30 PM 

  Worship ................... 6:00 PM 

  

 Wednesday: 

  Ladies Bible Class .10:00 AM 

  Bible Study .............. 7:00 PM 
 

 

 

Elders: 
 Gene Bannister ....... Billy Chism 
 
 

Deacons: 
 Mike Bannister ......... Don Smith 
 
 

 James Thomas 
 
 

Preacher: 
Johnny McCaghren  

 

 

            

Works We Support: 
 

 

Cherokee Home for Children 
 

Gospel Broadcast Network 
 

Heart of Texas Bible Camp (Bangs) 
 

House to House, Heart to Heart 
 

Mission Printing 
 

Rohan Jones, Africa 
 

The Truth in Love 
 

World Bible School 
 

Let us know if you want to study 

the Bible to know more about 

Christ and His Church. 

May 24, 2015 

“And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these 

things on the Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, 

and I am working.’ This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, 

because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his 

own Father, making himself equal with God.”                                     John 5:16-18 

Are We Writing Too Many Parking 

Tickets To Dead People? 
It was a pleasant September day when a Los Angeles Country parking control officer 

found an illegally parked car on Piru Street. A motorist had wrongfully parked his Cadillac 

next to the curb on street-sweeping day. The officer walked up to the car, wrote a $30 

parking ticket, and – reaching through the open driver-side window – placed the ticket on 

the dashboard. 

What the officer failed to notice was that the driver was still in the car – dead! The 

owner was sitting in the front seat with a bullet wound in the head. 

And I wonder, how often to Christians write parking tickets (metaphorically speak-

ing) to people who obviously have a much bigger problem? 

How often do we condemn the symptom rather than the actual illness? When we strongly 

criticize non-Christians for homosexual practice, adultery, drunkenness, drug-use, dishon-

esty, violence, stealing – do we sometimes forget the underlying problem? The bigger 

issue is that they do not know God. 

If the homosexual stopped practicing homosexuality – if the adulterer stopped fornicating 

– if the drunkard stopped drinking – if the drug-user stopped doing dope – he/she is just 

as lost as they were before. If we convince the sinner to simply stop sinning, what 

have we accomplished? Nothing. We have just written a parking ticket to a dead per-

son. 

The Real Problem: Exchanging the Glory of God for Something Else 
In the first chapter of his letter to the church in Rome, Paul pictures sin as “exchanging the 

glory of God” for something else (Rom. 1:23). Sin is “falling short of the glory of 

God” (Rom. 3:23). Ancient man happened to exchange the glory of God for graven im-

ages (cf. Rom. 1:23-25), and modern man exchanges the glory of God for more contempo-

rary forms of idolatry. 

Today we exchange the glory of God for the god of evolutionary biology, political-

correctness, self-gratification, money, materialism, pleasure, etc. People worship them-

selves and their own selfish desires. Our culture proudly proclaims, “Image is everything.” 

America is now a secular nation that has exchanged God’s glory for something else. 

“Alternative” sexual lifestyles, the apostle Paul says, are a result of this exchange (Rom. 

1:26-27). But not just homosexuality; all sin (cf. Rom. 1:28-31) is a result of ignoring 

God’s glory. 

Christians, remember this: Homosexuality is not the problem. Murder is not the problem. 

Pornography is not the problem.  Atheism is not the problem.  Racism is not the prob-

lem.  Lust is not the problem. Oh, these are definitely problems. But they are all a result of 

one underlying problem: exchanging the glory of God for something else. 

Those Who Already Know God’s Glory 
With this perspective in mind, the apostle Paul distinguishes the sins of non-Christians 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Television  

The Truth In Love (Robert Dodson) 

Sunday @ 7:00am on KTAB 

In Search of the Lord’s Way (Phil Sanders) 

Sunday @ 7:30am on KTAB 

Life In The Light (Chris McCurley) 

Sunday @ 10:30am on KTAB 

Radio  
Preaching the Word (Michael Light) 

Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3 

Internet 

TheGospelRadioNetwork.org 

Gospel Broadcasting Network (Gbntv.org) 

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man 
 

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s  

sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17). 
 

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24) 
 

Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and 

King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33) 
 

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5) 
 

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel 

by being baptized for the forgiveness of your 

sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16) 
 

Live faithfully (Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7-8) 

Bible Reading Schedule  
 

May 24 Psalm 108-110 

May 25 1 Chr. 23-25 

May 26 Psalm 131, 138-139, 143-145 

May 27 1 Chr. 26-29; Psalm 127 

May 28 Psalm 111-118 

May 29 1 Kgs. 1-2; Psalm 37, 71, 94 

May 30 Psalm 119:1-88 

May 31 1 Kgs. 3-4; 2 Chr. 1; Ps. 72 

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to 

God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

 (2 Timothy 2:15) 

from the sins of Christians. He writes, 

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexu-

ally immoral people – 10 not at all meaning the sexu-

ally immoral of this world, or the greedy and swin-

dlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go 

out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to 

associate with anyone who bears the name of brother 

if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an 

idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler – not even to 

eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with 

judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church 

whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those out-

side. “Purge the evil person from among you.” (1 

Cor. 5:9-13, ESV, emp. added) 

There is a difference between how we treat the sins of non-

Christians and the sins of Christians. The Christian knows the 

glory of God – and there is no excuse for him/her to return to a 

sinful lifestyle (2 Pet. 2:20-22). 

We should be hurt and offended when fellow Christians sup-

port and engage in homosexual actions, drink alcohol recrea-

tionally, commit adultery, steal, view pornography, and 

lie. They know better. We do not tolerate sin in a Christian’s 

life, and we lovingly teach and convince them to repent of that 

sin (Jude 22-23). Sin is not only deadly to the Christian, but it 

is also poisonous to the church (1 Cor. 5:6). 

But when we find a non-Christian who is guilty of homo-

sexuality, greed, fornication, dishonesty, drunkenness, etc., 

we do not need to merely write them a parking ticket. We 

need to patiently teach them about the glory of God. We 

need to teach them about the authority of His Word. We need 

to teach them about Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for sin. And 

we need to teach them how to be changed by God’s grace – 

namely by repenting and being baptized (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 

22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21). Then, not only will they stop sinning, but 

they will learn to “walk in the light” of Jesus (1 John 1:7). 

Conclusion 
Why should a homosexual stop practicing homosexuality? 

Why should a drunkard stop drinking? Why should an adul-

terer stop committing adultery? Why should a liar stop lying? 

There is no reason – except for the glory of God. 

It is a shame that many in our secular, post-modern society 

see the church of Christ for what it is against, rather than 

what it is for. In reality, we simply want to glorify God. We 

are all about Jesus. Our opposition to sin is a result of 

our underlying love. 

In a world that is becoming increasingly hostile to Christians, 

we can no longer afford to be lazy in how we distinguish sin in 

the Christian life from sin in the non-Christian’s life. The non-

Christian simply does not know any better, and we must diag-

nose the real issue before treating the symptom. 

Let’s stop writing parking tickets, and start showing the world 

Jesus and His New Testament. Not only will people to stop 

sinning, but they will repent and turn to God. 

Ben Giselbach 

(www.plainsimplefaith.com) 

(Continued from page 1) 

Is God Really Good All The Time? 
Where the phrase came from, I don’t know, nor do I much 

care, since I don’t follow popular culture much, but it’s a 

true statement that “God is good, all the time.” This affir-

mation, however, lies at the center of much discussion 

about Deity today. 

Is God really good all the time? With the suffering and 

evil that exist in the world, can we affirm his intrinsic 

goodness? Is God playing (with) us? Especially when 

Scripture itself affirms that God tests us? How are we to 

understand this concept of God’s testing? 

First, God’s testing or proving always seeks a positive out-

come. God put Abraham to the test (Genesis 22.1), order-

ing him to sacrifice the son of promise. This did not cause 

Abraham to doubt God’s goodness. Instead, he imagined 

that the Lord might raise Isaac from the dead. 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. 

He had received the promises, yet he was ready to offer up 

his only son. God had told him, “Through Isaac descen-

dants will carry on your name,” and he reasoned that God 

could even raise him from the dead, and in a sense he re-

ceived him back from there (Hebrews 11.17-19 NET). 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Celebrate “Rejoice with those who rejoice…” (Romans 12:15) 

May Birthdays: Ian Barnum (5), Rosa Fuller (6), Tori Stewart (7), Barbara Bannister 

(10), Nita Boyd (14), Pam Teague (14), Caitlin Barnum (15), Billy Chism (15), Peggy 

Moore (17), Randy Brubaker (23), Isaac Stewart (28), Gracen Hardy 

(30). 

May Anniversaries: Joe & Lasha Dennis (6). 

                                                                       Mistakes? Left Out? Let Johnny know... 

 

Records May 10, 

2015 

May 17, 

2015 

Bible Class 42 56 

AM Worship        60 76 

PM Worship 41 61 

Wednesday PM 43 39 

Contribution $1,979 $2,215 

 

Abraham continued to trust God. He kept on believing the 

promise. Even though he didn’t understand, at the time, the rea-

son behind the command to sacrifice Isaac, he did not doubt 

that God intended good for him. 

Second, the ambiguity of language sometimes masks the differ-

ence between testing and temptation. Temptation seeks to draw 

someone away from God. It seeks to make us fall. So in this 

sense, “God tempts no one” (James 1.13). 

Jesus himself tested (Phillip – John 6.5-6), evidently, with a 

view to stretching his faith in the Lord’s ability to provide. It 

was Andrew who passed that test, by bringing loaves and fish to 

Jesus. 

Just as a coach will push his athletes past limits they think they 

cannot endure, so God leads us into places where we must turn 

to him, cast ourselves upon his strength, and believe that he 

does all for the greater good. 

Third, suffering can actually be considered as a demonstration 

of God’s goodness. 

What suffering could be worse than that of Job? Even here, 

James reminds us that this experience taught Job the goodness 

of God. 

“Think of how we regard as blessed those who have endured. 

You have heard of Job’s endurance and you have seen the 

Lord’s purpose, that the Lord is full of compassion and 

mercy” (James 5.11). 

Compassion and mercy are not terms we would associate, at 

first glance, with Job’s experience. James affirms it, however, 

in a phrase often used in the Old Testament. The Lord wants to 

fulfill his purpose in us, and his ways and means are far beyond 

our small minds to comprehend (Isaiah 55.8ff). 

God did not cause Job’s suffering, but he did use it to show his 

sovereignty over the world and his intention to bless mankind. 

Paul has this conviction. “And we know that all things work 

together for good for those who love God, who are called ac-

cording to his purpose” (Romans 8.28). This conviction is more 

than a mere wish that everything will work out in the end. It is 

faith that God will cause all things to contribute to our good. 

In the first temptation, Satan sought to put doubts in man’s 

mind about God’s benevolent purpose toward man. He contin-

ues to use the same tactic today. God evidently allows Satan to 

do this so that our faith in divine goodness may be tested and, 

hopefully, found strengthened. 

J. Randal Matheny (www.forthright.net) 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Privileged To Serve “...be ready to every good work,” (Titus 3:1) 

 Next Week: 5/24/15 Next Week: 5/31/15 

Sunday AM: Song Leader: James Fuller Song Leader: Tom Wilcox 

Greeters Bannister Families Mileen & Ashley Kahlich 

Opening Prayer Gene Bannister Allen Griffith 

Communion 
James Thomas*, Hank Wheeler 

Joe Dennis, Don Smith 

John Barnum*, Joe Dennis 

Ken Maninger, Chase Churchwell 

Closing Prayer Billy Chism Gene Bannister 

Attendance Cards Caleb Dennis Jaceton Evetts 

Sunday PM: Song Leader: James Fuller Song Leader: Tom Wilcox 

Opening Prayer Joe Dennis James Fuller 

Scripture  

Reading 
Tom Wilcox Hank Wheeler 

Communion James Thomas John Barnum 

Closing Prayer Ken Maninger Don Smith 

May 2015 
Make Announcements: 

John Barnum 

Prepare Communion: 

Tom & Carol Wilcox 

Clean Building: 

Jack & Judie Turner 

Keep Grounds: 

James Fuller 
 

June 2015 
Make Announcements: 

James Fuller 

Prepare Communion: 

Gene & Barbara Bannister 

Clean Building: 

John Barnum Family 

Keep Grounds: 

Tom Wilcox 

Wednesday  

Devotionals: 

May 27 

Joe Dennis 

June 3 

Prayer 

June 10 

Allen Griffith 

June 17 

Tom Wilcox 

Studies for the week of May 24, 2015 
Sunday Class …………………………….……………...…….... Acts 6:8ff 

Wednesday Class ……………………………………..…..… Ezekiel 6:1ff 

Be like the Bereans who “received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) Search the Scriptures 


