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Contact Us:

3201 4th Street
Brownwood, TX 76801

325-646-7102

www.4thstreetcoc.org
office@4thstreetcoc.org

Meeting Times:

Sunday:
Bible Study.............. 9:45 AM
Worship.........cc...... 10:40 AM
Care, Inc. Service.... 2:30 PM
Worship......ccccooveene 6:00 PM
Wednesday:
Ladies Bible Class..On Break
Bible Study.............. 7:00 PM

Elders:
Gene Bannister....... Billy Chism

Deacons:
Mike Bannister......... Don Smith

James Thomas

Preacher:
Johnny McCaghren

Works We Support:

Cherokee Home for Children
Gospel Broadcast Network
Heart of Texas Bible Camp (Bangs)
House to House, Heart to Heart
Mission Printing
Rohan Jones, Africa
The Truth in Love
World Bible School

Let us know if you want to study
the Bible to know more about
Christ and His Church.
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A Father's Gift

Father’s are often clueless about gift-giving for their children. That’s Mom’s job. But when we think of gifts,
we usually think of material gifts — toys for toddlers, clothes, games and sports equipment for teens. Or
maybe the ultimate gift for a teen — a car!

Many who are reading these words are prosperous by the world’s standards. You may not rank with Bill Gates
or Ted Turner, but you are blessed with material prosperity unheard of by most of the world, or even in our
own nation a few generations ago. And what do we do with our prosperity? We buy things for our children as
good parents do — TVs, computers, designer clothes.

May | suggest that there are far greater gifts that a father can give his children — a far greater legacy than lands
and houses and things.

A Place of Refuge
“In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, and his children will have refuge” (Proverbs 14:26).
As our heavenly Father gives us refuge, so should our earthly fathers.

Children look to their parents for safety and refuge when frightened or faced with uncertainty. But what greater
refuge could a godly father give than safety from the assaults of Satan and the world?

That refuge comes from a father who has great respect for God, our heavenly Father. This respect is seen in
daily living as well as in “Sunday-go-to-meetin’” clothes. A father who is indifferent, lukewarm or not even a
believer can give little in the way of solid refuge.

Direction in Life
“Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

This training involves many aspects, including the way of righteousness. Too many times fathers are more
concerned about careers and earning power than spiritual matters. Many years ago a young man came from
Florida to enter Georgia Tech in Atlanta on a golfing scholarship. Although his parents were members of the
church, Bill had never been baptized. After being with us for a time, Bill was baptized into Christ. It was then
that his father wrote me expressing concern that his son’s being a Christian would detract him from more im-
portant things. Hmmm. Does getting a “hole-in-one” open the gateway to heaven?

Fathers, what is your focus for your children? To be great athletes; to be successful in business; to have treas-
ures on earth? Or would it be to lay up treasures in heaven? “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treas-
ure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).

Unfailing Love

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).

Many children feel they are on a performance basis. The cleaner the bedroom, the better the grades, the more
they are loved. Even if they only “feel” this, they will never be secure.

This is really hard for some fathers, especially the sports minded. They may consciously, or subconsciously,
give preference to the gifted child. With so many pressures and uncertainties our children face, they don’t need
unnecessary pressures at home. Children should be encouraged to do their best, but love and acceptance should
not be based on beauty, intelligence or ability.

Our Heavenly Father is our model for giving unfailing love. He loved Israel when Israel was unlovely. In the
parable of the talents, the two talent man received the same praise as the five talent servant. When the prodigal
son was gone, the father never stopped loving him. When the son returned, it is obvious that the father’s love
was unfailing. This does not mean there are no consequences when a child disobeys, but what great security a
child has when a mistake is made, yet is still loved.

(Continued on page 2)

“Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother
or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge
the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and
! judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?”
James 4:11,12



http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Proverbs%2014.26
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Proverbs%2022.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matthew%206.19-21
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Romans%205.8

(Continued from page 1)

This also has spiritual implications, for the concept small children have of
their Heavenly Father is often drawn from their relationship with their
earthly father.

Discipline

“’FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES,
AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.’ It is
for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you
are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you
are illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly
fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much
rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they disci-
plined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines
us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. All discipline
for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those
who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit
of righteousness” (Hebrews 12:6-11).

God certainly understands the value of proper discipline, and gives the exam-
ple of earthly fathers who discipline children for their good. Otherwise, it is
as if the children were illegitimate, without a caring father. Too often, disci-
pline is left to Mother, for Dad is too busy or too tired from work.

Dad, don’t be too busy for your children. We remember the example of a
godly man named Eli, who neglected a vital part of parenting. “The LORD
said to Samuel, ‘Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which both ears
of everyone who hears it will tingle. In that day | will carry out against Eli
all that | have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For |
have told him that 1 am about to judge his house forever for the iniquity
which he knew, because his sons brought a curse on themselves and he did
not rebuke them. Therefore | have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity
of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever™ (1
Samuel 3:11-14).

Another example of a lack of discipline was the case of David’s son Adoni-
jah. “Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, ‘I will be
king.’ So he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen with fifty men to run
before him. His father had never crossed him at any time by asking, ‘Why
have you done so?’ And he was also a very handsome man, and he was born

after Absalom” (1 Kings 1:5-6).

What great sorrow these fathers brought on themselves by failing as fathers.
Consider the wise words of Solomon: “Correct your son, and he will give
you comfort; He will also delight your soul” (Proverbs 29:17).

A study by Merton and Irene Strommen shows that “when parents are too
passive in setting limits for their children, such permissiveness is interpreted
by children as a form of rejection and often leads to hedonistic and antisocial
behavior” (Five Cries of Parents, Harper & Rowe, 1985, pp. 89-90).

Love for Their Mother

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25).

One of the greatest gifts a father can give is to let his children see him loving
their mother. Many teens have a fear of not being loved, and not being able
to give love. Often this is because they have never seen love demonstrated.

Love is more than a lab or lecture course. We recognize that love is really
defined more by showing what love does, as in | Corinthians 13.

Children learn to love by seeing models, and the basic model is through see-
ing their father love their mother, and vice versa. Without this model, how
does a daughter learn to evaluate the love some young man professes toward
her, to distinguish between lust and love? “Well, if you truly love me, you
will treat me like my father treats my mother.” And the son can see that love
honors the woman, rather than treating her like a sex object.

One reason we have problems with dysfunctional children involved in sexual
promiscuity, violence and drug abuse is that they come from dysfunctional
families. When God told husbands to love their wives (a) as Christ loved the
church and (b) as they love themselves, he was providing not only for their
own relationship but also for the security of their children.

And to show he was serious about hushands honoring their wives, he empha-
sized the matter in | Peter 3:7: “You husbands in the same way, live with your
wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a
woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your
prayers will not be hindered.” That should get a husband’s attention! God is
S0 serious about this that he threatens to not hear the prayers of a man who
will not honor his wife.

The Example of a Godly Man

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).

In our culture, mothers often have greater spiritual influence in the home. It
is not “macho” for men to be overly religious. Perhaps this is not unique to
the 21st Century. Maybe Paul felt the need to address fathers in particular in
the church at Ephesus. Did you ever wonder why this was addressed to
“fathers” and not “fathers and mothers?” This is only speculation, but is it
that God knew fathers needed special encouragement to fulfill the responsi-
bility of being spiritual in the home?

Too often have | seen children follow the example of a father who is not
spiritually minded. Even though the father may have been baptized, he may
not be really committed to faithful attendance, or to active participation in
the life of the church. “If Daddy doesn’t have to go to church, why do I have
to go?”

In later years, the father looks back with sorrow and regret as he sees his
grown children who have no interest in the Lord. | knew a fine, godly couple
with five grown children. This couple was very faithful, but during the chil-
dren’s formative years, the church was not a part of their family life. I cannot
imagine the pain in their hearts as they saw their children and grandchildren
who did not know the Lord. The children needed to see godly parents when
they were young, not at age 40.

Knowledge of the Word of God

“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments
which the LORD your God has commanded me to teach you, that
you might do them in the land where you are going over to possess
it, so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the
LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments
which | command you, all the days of your life, and that your days

(Continued on page 3)

Television
The Truth In Love (Robert Dodson)
Sunday @ 7:00 am on KTAB
In Search of the Lord’s Way
Sunday @ 7:30 am on KTAB
Gospel Broadcasting Network
Sunday @ 6:30 am on Dish:267, DirectTV:376
Radio

Preaching the Word (Michael Light)
Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3

Internet
TheGospelRadioNetwork.org
Gospel Broadcasting Network

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s
sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17).

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24)

Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and
King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33)

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5)

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel
by being baptized for the forgiveness of your
sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16)

Live faithfully (Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7-8)

Bible Study Schedule

Sunday 6/15: Exodus 39-40
Monday 6/16: Leviticus 1-4
Tuesday 6/17: Leviticus 5-7
Wednesday 6/18: Leviticus 8-10
Thursday 6/19: Leviticus 11-13
Friday 6/20: Leviticus 14-15
Saturday 6/21: Leviticus 16-18

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to
God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
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Visitation Meeting

+ Each Sunday night immediately before the evening worship.

Last week 24 contacts were made.
Special Announcements

¢ Tom Wilcox will be taking pictures over the next few weeks to
update the directory and picture board. If you would like to
get your picture updated, please see Tom.

In The Area

¢ June 17 SYS @ DelLeon—“Learn to Work from Your
Youth” (Phil MclIntosh) [Flyer posted]

¢ June 21 VBS @ DelLeon—“The Race is On! Running with Je-
sus Every Day!” [Flyer posted]

¢ June 24 SYS @ Hamilton—“Know the Scriptures from Your
Youth”

¢ June 29-July 3—Junior Camp

+ July 8 SYS @ Hillcrest—Fear the Lord from Your Youth”

¢ July 15 SYS @ Hico—“Keep God’s Commands from Your
Youth”

+ July 20-25—Senior Camp

¢ July 29 SYS @ Gordon—*Trusting God from Your Youth”

¢ Aug. 5 SYS @ 5th & Grape—“Proving Yourself from Your
Youth”

¢ Aug. 12 SYS @ 4th & Stewart—“Prepare Yourself from Your
Youth”

(Continued from page 2)
may be prolonged. O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do
it, that it may be well with you and that you may multiply greatly,
just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a
land flowing with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel! The LORD is
our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These
words, which | am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and
when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead.

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates” (Deuteronomy 6:1-9).

We certainly get the impression that God wants parents actively involved in
teaching their children. Fathers, don’t leave this vital matter up to the
preacher of the Bible class teachers. They do what they can, but they cannot
take the place of a father or mother who daily emphasize God’s Word. Two
or three hours a week should not be the whole instruction a child gets. Deu-
teronomy 6 teaches that Biblical instruction should be a part of everyday
life.

We are careful to vaccinate our children against all sorts of diseases. Are we
also concerned about protection against the disease of sin — an eternally
fatal disease? “Your word | have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin
against You” (Psalms 119:11).

A father would think himself derelict if he didn’t see that his children were
protected against polio or smallpox. But fathers, it is of much greater impor-
tance that you do not neglect your children’s spiritual health. If your chil-
dren are small, do you read Bible stories to them? If they are older, are Bible
principles a topic of conversation at the dinner table, or as you ride together
in the car? If not, you are missing some golden opportunities.

Himself

(Christ) “gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless
deed...” (Titus 2:14).

Christ gave himself completely for our eternal welfare, and set an example
of giving for us. Children need fathers who are more than procreators. About
70% of juveniles and young adults who are in long-term correctional facili-
ties did not live with both parents while growing up. Fatherlessness contrib-
utes to 75% of teen suicides and 80% of psychiatric admissions. More than
40% of births today are to unmarried women, and most of these children will
never live with a father. About 50% of children in the U.S. will have parents
who divorce. All of this is a great prescription for tragedy.

This is why children need fathers, and it seems that was in God’s original
plan. Someone has said, “It is easier for a father to have children than for
children to have a father.” Dads, do you know how your children spell love?
They spell it “t-i-m-e.” One study asked dads how much time they spent
daily with their small children. They estimated it was 15 to 20 minutes a
day. Actually, it was 37 seconds!

Fathers, your children need you!
Valuable Gifts

Eight precious and valuable gifts. And all these gifts have the added value of
never wearing out or going out of style. And they have the further advantage
of having eternal consequences.

Fathers, these are all gifts that even the poorest father can give, and must
give if you want to give your children the greatest gift of the hope of heaven.

If you have trouble remembering all eight of these gifts, you might combine
them all into one — be a man of God, a committed Christian.

On one occasion, a lawyer asked a question of Jesus. “Teacher, which is the
great commandment in the Law?" And He said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE
THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL
YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' This is the great and fore-
most commandment” (Matthew 22:36-38).

What greater legacy or inheritance could a father leave his children?

Jefferson David Tant

Celebrate

’@‘afw with e who rooe. .. “(Romans 12:45/

Records et s

June Birthdays: Mike Bannister (4), Caleb Dennis (6), Loutrell Dobbins (8), Shannon | giple Class 58 44

Dennis (13), Tiffany McCaghren (22), Donnie Evetts (24), David Greer (26), Stormy

Barnum (27), Ashley Kahlich (29).

June Anniversaries: James & Laverne Thomas (5), Johnny & Cindy
McCaghren (8), Wayne & Mileen Kahlich (19), David & Lisa Greer (28).

Mistakes? Left Out? Let Johnny know...

AM Worship 77 57
PM Worship 54 47
Wednesday PM 36 46

Contribution $2,093 | $1,666
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Privileged To Serve

"..be rem@ to every ﬂoo/ work," (Titus 3:1)

This Week: 6/15/14 Next Week: 6/22/14 June 2014
Sunday AM: Song Leader: Mike Bannister Song Leader: Mike Bannister Make Announcements:
- - James Fuller
Greeters Maninger Family Peggy Moore & Hank Wheeler Prepare Communion:
Opening Prayer Johnny McCaghren Gene Bannister Billy & Peggy Chism
Communion Allen Griffith*, Hank Wheeler James Thomas*, Don Smith ] Cll(egnJB(;J_llqrmg:
John Barnum, Garrett Barnum Ken Maninger, Chase Churchwell ac udie turner
- Keep Grounds:
Closing Prayer Joe Dennis John McCaghren Tom Wilcox
Attendance Cards Caleb Dennis Chase Churchwell July 2014
Sunday PM: Song Leader: Joe Dennis Song Leader: Make Announcements:
. . . . Don Smith
Openlr-lg Prayer Gene Bannister Billy Chism Prepare Communion:
Scripture James Fuller Hank Wheeler Peggy Moore
Reading Clean Building:
Communion Allen Griffith James Thomas John Barnum Family
Keep Grounds:
Closing Prayer Tom Wilcox Don Smith James Fuller
Wednesday June 18 June 25 July 2 July 9
Devotionals: Tom Wilcox Kevin Wilcox Garrett Barnum Don Smith

Search the Scriptures

Re like the Bereans who "received the word with all readiness o/[ mind,
and searched the scriptures &/m’@, whether those fﬁiryy were so." (Acts IT:11)

Studies for the week of June 15, 2014

Sunday Class ..................c.......... A Brief Look At Church History
Wednesday Class ..........c..ccoeeueeieeieeievee e eeeee e e . Mark 10-11

Studies in Luke—Revelation of the Son of Man—17:22-37
By the time of Luke’s writing, some believed the Lord had already
returned. Later, others questioned whether He would return at all.

# Jesus had already established that the time between His departure
and His return was both considerable and unknown.

& When the Pharisees asked when the kingdom of God would come,
He answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that con
be observed...” (20)

+ Though their question was probably from ignorance (looking for an
earthly kingdom), Jesus turns the discussion to His second coming.

The Day of the Son of Man

¢ When the day comes, no one with have to point it out, all will
know. (23,24)

+ For a full picture, this text should be studied along with Matthew
24&25, Luke 21 and Mark 13.
¢ Mt. 24 gives a number of warning signs that will precede the

destruction of Jerusalem.

+ However, of the coming of the Son of Man and the simultane-
ous passing away of heaven and earth, no warning signs are
given.

# Just as in the days of Noah (destruction of the Flood) and the days
of Lot (destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah), the preceding days
will be life as usual.

+ Even as these events unfold the worldly will still be concerned for
their worldly possessions (because that’s where their hope is), but
there is no time or opportunity to retrieve them. (31-33)

+ This will be a global, world-wide event. No one will escape it.

When the Lord returns, most people will be taken totally by surprise.

Will you?

Epistle of James—Judging Our Brethren—4:11,12
# This section builds from the previous section on worldly strife.
¢ James deals with a specific sin growing out of this strife—evil
speech against brethren and judging them.
+ We cannot have a wrong attitude toward our brethren and be right
with God. (1 John 4:20,21)
+ Some people accuse and slander others to remove suspicion from
themselves. Others are self-righteous and accuse others as if they
themselves never sinned.
+ When we speak to our brethren this way, we speak against the law
(The Royal Law— "You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 2:8).
+ We attempt to judge our brethren, when we do not have the power
to carry out the judgment.
Epistle of James—Presumptuous Self-Sufficiency—4:13-17
+ Some are guilty of planning their activities without regard of God
and His ruling in their lives.
¢ They are, in effect, boasting they could live independently of God.
¢ There is nothing wrong with conducting business or planning for
our future. However, we must realize that the future lies in God’s
hand, not ours. We have no power over the future.
¢ We may plan for tomorrow, but will we be alive tomorrow?
Will we have the health to carry out our plans? Will economic
and/or governmental situations allow? Etc. None of these things
are within our control.

¢ Thus, our plan should always be subject to and submissive to
God’s will.

¢ How many things that we know we should be doing (like remem-
bering God in our plans) do we fail to do? Such is sin! (17)




