
 

Contact Us: 
 

3201 4th Street 

Brownwood, TX 76801 
 

325-646-7102 
 

www.4thstreetcoc.org 

office@4thstreetcoc.org 
 
 

Meeting Times: 
 Sunday: 

  Bible Study ................. 9:45 AM 

  Worship ..................... 10:40 AM 

  Care, Inc. Service ......... 2:30 PM 

  Worship ........................ 6:00 PM 
 

 Tuesday: 

  Redstone Class ............ 9:30 AM 
 

 Wednesday: 

  Ladies Bible Class ..... On Break 

  Bible Study .................. 7:00 PM 
 

 

Elders: 
 Gene Bannister ....... Billy Chism 
 
 

Deacons: 
 Mike Bannister ......... Jim Moore 
 
 

 Don Smith .......... James Thomas 
 
 

Preacher: 
Ryan Smithey ......                       . 

 
 

Works We Support: 
 

Belize Mission & Kindergarten 

Cherokee Home for Children 

Food Pantry 

Gospel Broadcast Network 

Gospel Chariot Missions 

Heart of Texas Bible Camp (Bangs) 

House to House, Heart to Heart 

Mission Printing 

Rohan Jones, Africa 

The Truth in Love 

World Bible School 

 
 

Let us know if you want to study 

the Bible to know more about 

Christ and His Church. 

 

The Magic of Kindness 
By Wayne Jackson 

 

 

An inspired writer declared: “That which makes a man desirable is his kind-

ness” (Prov. 19:22). A non-inspired writer, the celebrated William Shakespeare, mused: 

“Kindness in women, not their beauteous looks, shall win my love.” While “kindness” 

may be disdained by the brutal, and go unappreciated by the insensitive, it is applauded in 

any cultured society. The value of the “milk of human kindness” cannot be overstated. 

The history of the word “kindness” (Grk., chrestotes) is interesting. Originally, it had 

to do with that which is “useful” or “effective,” referring to either persons or things. In 

the Septuagint (Grk. OT) it was employed of “precious” stones (Ezek. 27:22), or “fine” 

gold (Dan. 2:32). But the word could also have a sense of the ethical, encompassing such 

traits as honesty, friendliness, lovingness, goodness, generosity, compassion, benevo-

lence, etc. 

It is the opposite of brutal, harsh, hurtful, uncaring, rude, and such like. The word is 

more difficult to succinctly define than it is to recognize. There is the story of the mother 

who sought to chastise her quarrelling children. She admonished them to be “kind” to one 

another. When her little girl inquired what “kind” meant, the mother carefully explained 

the term. Shockingly, the child then asked: “Mom, do we know anyone like that?” 

The Motivation to Kindness 

In a world that is more prone to the tooth-and-claw philosophy of Darwin, than it is 

to the rule of kindness, one is bound to ask: How is one to survive in a ruthless society 

wherein kindness is becoming such a rare commodity? Is there value in kindness? If so, 

how do we learn this virtue? 

It is an indisputable fact that every good trait of which man is capable, ultimately, is 

motivated by that which is found in the Creator – in whose image he has been fashioned 

(Gen. 1:26-27). John writes: “We love, because he first loved us” (1 Jn. 4:19). So, simi-

larly, Jesus declared: “But love your enemies, and do them good, and lend, never despair-

ing; and your reward shall be great, and you shall be sons of the Most High: for he is kind 

toward the unthankful and evil” (Lk. 6:35). How tragic it is that so many, even in the 

church, have never learned this truth. Rather, they contend that one’s enemies are worthy 

of destruction. If we would emulate our God, we will cultivate kindness. 

Heavenly Kindness 

In the antique religion of paganism, only rarely is the term “kind” used of the gods. 

The heathen disdained the term and “thought it to be incompatible with the majesty of 

deity” (Weiss, p. 1320). By way of contrast, however, the God of the Bible is supremely 

kind. 

The Psalmist wrote: “Praise ye Jehovah. Oh give thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; 

For his lovingkindness endures forever” (Ps. 106:1). Paul says that the gift of Christ for 

human salvation was an expression of divine “kindness” (Tit. 3:4; Eph. 2:7), and it is this 

“kindness” (chreston – “goodness” KJV/ASV) that leads to repentance (Rom. 2:4). 

In Romans 11:22, Paul employs the noun crestotes three times (rendered “goodness” 

in the common versions). God’s goodness/kindness is set in contrast to his “severity.” 

The latter is derived from a word meaning “to cut off.” In the papyri it is used of exacting 

the full provisions of law – the law untampered – (Moulton, p. 71). 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 

but rather give place unto wrath: 

for it is written, Vengeance is mine;  

I will repay, saith the Lord.. 

Romans 12:19 
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Television  
 

The Truth In Love (Eddie Parrish) 

Sunday @ 7:00 am on KTAB 
 

In Search of the Lord’s Way  

Sunday @ 7:30 am on KTAB 
 

Gospel Broadcasting Network 
Online: 24/7 @ gbntv.org 

Good News Today: Sunday @ 6:00 am on 

Dish: 259, DirectTV: 364, Harris: 208   
 

Radio  
 

Preaching the Word (Michael Light) 

Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3 

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man 
 

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s  

sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17). 
 

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24) 
 

Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and 

King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33) 
 

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5) 
 

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel 

by being baptized for the forgiveness of your 

sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16) 
 

Live faithfully (Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7-8) 

Daily Bible Reading Schedule  

“...desire the sincere milk of the work, 

that ye may grow thereby;” (1 Pet. 2:2) 

Sun: Psalm 106 1 Corinthians 8 

Mon Ps 107-109 1 Corinthians 9 

Tue: Ps 110-114 1 Cor. 10 

Wed: Ps 115-118 1 Cor. 11:1-16 

Thu: Ps 119 1 Cor. 11:17-34 

Fri: Ps 120-132 1 Cor. 12 

Sat. Ps 133-139 1 Cor. 13 

But note that whereas the Roman Christians were urged to 

consider the goodness/kindness (chrestotes) of God, they were 

similarly admonished to “continue” in that kindness (v. 22), 

which is the equivalent of continuing in “the faith” (cf. Acts 

14:22). There is human responsibility there; those who neglect 

the Creator’s kindness, ultimately will suffer his wrath. Now is 

the time for accepting Heaven’s kindness; the day will come 

when only “judgment” remains. 

Since the varying qualities of deity are wonderfully appar-

ent in Jesus, it should be no surprise that the “milk of kind-

ness” was evidenced in the Son of God. In that great 

“invitation,” offered to the cities of Galilee, and in spite of 

their rejection of his miraculous works (cf. Mt. 11 :20ff), 

Christ bade the citizens of his country to: “Come unto me, all 

you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 

lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls, for my 

yoke is easy (chrestos) and my burden is light” (vv. 28-30). 

One writer suggests that this could indicate a “well-

conditioned yoke, one that is not rough and does not hurt or 

chafe” (Spicq, p. 511). Another notes: “Just as wisdom does 

not force upon a person the heavy yoke of the conqueror, but 

rather invites him into an intimate bond which is actually a 

form of joy and adornment, so also does Jesus” (Balz, p. 474). 

In addition to his teaching, the Son of God also exempli-

fied kindness in his demeanor toward others. His treatment of 

the woman who had been apprehended in the very act of adul-

tery exuded the spirit of gentleness and compassion (cf. Jn. 

8:1ff), though the Savior did not condone her evil in any way. 

Or consider how Jesus dealt with Judas when the traitor ap-

proached him in the garden of Gethsemane, assaulting him 

with a treacherous kiss. The Lord gently said: “Friend, do that 

for which you have come” (Mt. 26:50). Kind to the very end. 

New Testament Admonitions 

The New Testament documents have a good deal to say 

about the necessity of kindness. Paul observes that those who 

possess love (agape) are kind (1 Cor. 13:4); indeed, kindness is 

one of those qualities that compose the “fruit” of the Holy 

Spirit (Gal. 5:22) – without which one does not belong to the 

Lord (Rom. 8:9). It was a marvelous trait that was generously 

demonstrated by the Lord’s apostles (2 Cor. 6:6). 

Kindness Applied 

It is one thing to speak of kindness in the abstract, it is 

quite another to make specific applications. But this is what we 

must do. We must get down to “where we live.” Let us, there-

fore, look at several areas in which a greater measure of kind-

ness doubtless is needed. 

1. The Christian must look for opportunities to show kindness 

to others in society at large. That next-door neighbor, the 

waitress in the restaurant, the companion on the plane, etc. 

It appears that so many these days are “cocked,” ready to 

“take on” someone at the drop of a hat. A man was check-

ing out at the grocery store. As he picked up his sack to de-

part, the smiling young lady who was clerking, said: “Have 

a nice day, sir.” With a glare, he shot back: “Young woman, 

nobody tells me what to do!” The old-timers used to speak 

of those who act as if they were weaned on a dill pickle!  
 

The early saints earned the reputation of being so very kind 

to their contemporaries. The Roman ruler Julian, who 

reigned a brief period in the mid-fourth century A.D., and 

who despised Christianity, nonetheless unwittingly paid a 

glowing compliment to the primitive saints when he wrote: 

“As children are coaxed with cake, so have these Christians 

enticed the poor to join them by kindness. Strangers they 

have secured by hospitality. By affecting brotherly love, 

great moral purity, and honoring their dead, they have won 

the multitude” (Abbott, p. 340). 

2. There must be a greater exhibition of kindness in the home. 

Sometimes husbands and wives are so brutal to one another. 

Words can cut deeply, and there are those who surgically 

use the tongue as a deadly instrument, wounding the soul. 

There are parents who talk to and treat their children no bet-

ter than a common street dog. Most everyone is aware that 

child-abuse is virtually epidemic in its scope. Even now, 

there is the growing maltreatment of aged parents by cruel 

and ungrateful offspring.  
 

In the concluding chapter of the book of Proverbs, there is 

the recorded testimony of king Lemuel, as taught to him by 

his dear mother, regarding the woman who is to be deemed 

“worthy” (31:10 ASV). The Hebrew term hayil in this con-

text signifies capable, efficient, and/or quality of character 

(Wakely, p. 118). Such a remarkable woman is valued far 

above rubies. Note the adulation she enjoys from her fam-

ily. Her husband trusts in her, because she does him good 

and not evil (vv. 11-12). He praises this wonderful wife, and 

their children join in the chorus; they rise up and call her 

blessed (vv. 28-29). One of the key elements to the domain 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 



of domestic bliss surely has to be this: “the law of kind-

ness is on her tongue” (v. 26b). Is there any doubt about 

the fact that if more homes were saturated with the be-

nevolence of kindness, there would be far fewer di-

vorces, less juvenile delinquency, and a much greater 

degree of happiness? 
 

3.  There needs to be a larger measure of kindness in the 

church. Some of the early congregations apparently had 

their problems mastering this virtue. Paul dropped a 

load on the Ephesians when he wrote: “Let all bitter-

ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and railing, be 

put away from you, with all malice; and be ye kind one 

to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as 

God also in Christ forgave you” (Eph. 4:31-32). It is 

interesting here that the verb linked to “kind” literally 

means “to become,” and its present tense form would 

suggest, “practice becoming kind to one another.” This 

would indicate that kindness is something that has to be 

diligently pursued and practiced. It does not come eas-

ily when dealing with difficult people.  
 

How many church problems might be healed if breth-

ren were kinder to each other? In some congregations, 

where elders do not exist, “business meetings” have 

become a virtual war zone for the display of all sorts of 

harshness. Some brethren appear to be unable to ap-

proach an issue except in the “attack” mode.  
 

There are men who serve as shepherds (elders) who do 

not treat their flock with kindness. Have you ever no-

ticed how many of the bishop’s qualifications relate to 

this quality – such traits as no brawler, no striker, not 

contentious, gentle, patient, given to hospitality, just, a 

(Continued from page 2) 

Records August 

21, 2011 

August 

28, 2011 

Bible Class 68 58 

AM Worship        89 80 

PM Worship 57 53 

Wednesday PM 50 51 

Contribution $1455 $1567 

Celebrate “Rejoice with those who rejoice…” (Romans 12:15) 
 

September Birthdays: James Fuller (06), Emily Ochoa (11), Gene Bannister (16), Bilie 

Ford (17), Clarence Ford (17), Marie White (18), Matthew Ochoa (20), 

Cindy Proud (26), Garrett Barnum (27), Jimmy Seale (29). 
 

September Anniversaries: Joyce & Jack Hill (10). 
 

Mistakes? Left Out? Let Ryan know... 

Visitation Meeting 
Remember our visitation meeting each Sunday night following the 

evening worship to sign cards and discuss the work going on. 

Please join us each time. Last week 30 contacts were made.  

Join Us For Lunch… 
It’s time for our first Sunday fellowship meal following the morn-

ing worship...hope you can join us. 

  

lover of good men?  
 

Moreover, as virtually anyone knows, who has his finger on the brotherhood pulse, there are preachers among us who find it 

most difficult to disagree with others without punctuating their diatribes with the worst sort of epithets. To them, “kindness” 

is not a virtue; it is compromise and weakness.  
 

There are, of course, occasions when one is compelled to deal with error and its advocates in a forceful way. Jesus did (cf. 

Mt. 23), and he was the epitome of kindness. Moreover, the inspired writers of the New Testament also addressed heresy and 

the purveyors thereof. There is, however, a difference between dealing with a false ideology or an erring brother, and that in 

a firm fashion, and being downright vicious. Some of our men have mastered the art of hatefulness. 
 

May we strive toward a kinder atmosphere in the various compartments of our lives. 
 

Sources: 

Abbott, John S.C. (n.d.), The History of Christianity (Cleveland, OH: The American Publishing Co.). 

Balz, Horst & Schneider, Gerhard (1993), Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans) Vol. 3. 

Moulton, J.H. & Milligan, G. (1963), The Vocabulary of the Greek Testament (London: Hodder & Stoughton). 

Spicq, Ceslas (1994), Theological Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson). 

Wakely, Robin (1997), Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & Exegesis, W.A. VanGemeren, ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan), Vol. 2. 

Weiss, K. (1985), Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, G. Bromiley, ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 



Privileged To Serve “...be ready to every good work,” (Titus 3:1) 

 This Week: 9/04/11 Next Week: 9/11/11 

Sunday AM:   

Greeters Tom & Carol Wilcox Allen & Linda Griffith 

Opening Prayer Garrett Barnum Hank Wheeler 

Communion 
James Thomas*, John Barnum 

Tom Wilcox, Hank Wheeler 

Allen Griffith*, Don Smith 

Tom Wilcox, Garrett Barnum 

Closing Prayer Ken Makuta Jim Moore 

Attendance Cards Chase Churchwell/Seth Smithey Chase Churchwell/Seth Smithey 

Sunday PM:   

Opening Prayer Michael Bickford Billy Chism 

Scripture  

Reading 

James Fuller 

Proverbs 15:1-4 
Michael Fuller 

Communion James Thomas Allen Griffith 

Closing Prayer Matthew Churchwell Gene Bannister 

September 2011 
Make Announcements: 

John Barnum 

Prepare Communion: 

Jim & Peg Moore 

Clean Building: 

James & Cindy Fuller 

Keep Grounds: 

Tom Wilcox 
 

October 2011 
Make Announcements: 

Ken Maninger 

Prepare Communion: 

Don & Darlene Smith 

Clean Building: 

Ryan & Priscilla Smithey 

Keep Grounds: 

James Fuller 

Wednesday  

Devotionals: 

September 7 

James Fuller 

September 14 

Jim Moore 

September 21 

Don Smith 

September 28 

Allen Griffith 

A Mighty Widow (Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4) 

In contrast to many “great” and “religious” people, one lowly 

woman stood out in Jesus’ eye as an example to be praised. 

1. Certainty of the Widow – 

a. Use of the word certain reminds us this was a real person 

(consider Luke’s usage of it: Lk 1:5, 8:2, 10:38, 16:20; 

Acts 5:1, 8:9, 9:10, 9:33, 36, etc.) – a real woman, in real 

poverty, giving real money; she was not just hypothetical.  

b. God knew, Jesus noted, and the Holy Spirit recorded her. 

c. Reminder that God takes note of each of us and reminds 

us that great examples we read of are real people, just like 

you and I (Matt. 10:29-31; 1 Pet. 5:7; James 5:16-18). 

2. Poverty of the Widow – 

a. She was a beggar (Mk 12:42, 43), needy (Lk 21:2) and 

worked for her daily living (Lk 21:3); she  is noted as 

being in want (a falling short, Mk 12:44) and giving of 

her penury (that which is lacking, Lk 21:4). 

b. Yet even in that state she gave to others, a stark contrast 

to the deceitfulness of the scribes (Mk 12:38-40; Lk 20:46

-47) and a great reminder for us that we don’t have to be 

rich to do great things (Lk 12:15). 

3. Generosity of the Widow –  

a. She gave what would add up to about ¼ of a cent, yet she 

had given more than all in that she gave all she had. 

b. Others had enough to spare, but she sacrificed all she had. 

c. She trusted God, cared for others, and gave of herself (1 

Kngs 17:8-16, 2 Cor. 8:1-5, 11-12, Lk 12:16ff; Gal. 2:20). 

The Tongue, Small But Powerful (James 3:1-12) 

James is a practical book on living the Christian life and in 

chapter 3 he addresses the powerful instrument most all are 

blessed with and he instructs us to use it wisely: 

1. Its Capability – the Power of the Tongue (v1-6) 

a. The tongue is one of the smallest members of the body 

and yet it is one of the most powerful (Prov. 18:8, 21; 

16:27; Ps. 52:2). 

b. It is like a horse's bit, a boat's rudder, or a small fire – all 

tiny things but each exert great influence. In fact the 

tongue can influence every aspect of our lives and even 

our eternity (Prov. 21:23).  

2. Its Control – Can't Be Left Unguarded (v7-8) 

a. While powerful, James does not tell us to leave it 

uncontrolled; in fact, just the opposite, he is encoauraging 

us to control and mind our tongue because it is so 

powerful (Prov. 13:3; Ps. 141:3). 

b. But while it can be controled, it cannot be tamed; you 

can't grow slack in your watchfulness of your tongue 

(Matt. 12:34-37). 

3. Its Conduct – Use If For Good, Not Bad 

a. We have to decide how we will use our tongue, it can be 

to destroy or to build up, for righteousness or ungodliness 

(Prov. 15:1, 4, 23; Ps. 39:1; 1 Jn 4:20). 

b. But it will not be effective in doing both – so determine to 

show righteous wisdom and use it for good (James 3:13-

18; Ps. 19:14; 1 Pet. 3:10; Eph. 4:29.  

Studies for the week of September 4, 2011 
Sunday Class ............................................. Galatians (Chap. 6) 

Wednesday Class ................................... Zechariah (Chap. 8-9) 

Be like the Bereans who “received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) Search the Scriptures 


