
 

 

Living By Faith 
“The just shall live by faith.” Romans 1:17 

4th & Stewart  

Church of Christ 
 

Contact Us: 
 

3201 4th Street 

Brownwood, TX 76801 
 

325-646-7102 
 

www.4thstreetcoc.org 

office@4thstreetcoc.org 
 

Meeting Times: 
 Sunday: 

  Bible Study .................. 9:45 AM 

  Worship ..................... 10:40 AM 

  Care, Inc. Service ......... 2:30 PM 

  Worship ........................ 6:00 PM 
 

 Tuesday: 

  Redstone Class ............ 9:30 AM 
 

 Wednesday: 

  Ladies Bible Class ..... 10:00 AM 

  Bible Study ................... 7:00 PM 
 

Elders: 
 Gene Bannister .......... Billy Chism 
 
 

Deacons: 
 Mike Bannister ............ Jim Moore 
 
 

 Don Smith.............. James Thomas 
 
 

Preacher: 
Ryan Smithey ............    

 

Works We Support: 
Belize Mission & Kindergarten 

Cherokee Home for Children 

Food Pantry 

Gospel Broadcast Network 

Gospel Chariot Missions 

House to House, Heart to Heart 

Lake Cisco Camp 

Mission Printing 

Rohan Jones, Africa 

The Truth in Love 

World Bible School 
 

Let us know if you want to study 

the Bible to know more about 

Christ and His Church. 

December 12, 2010 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;  

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns  

and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  

Colossians 3:16 

 

Yes, they are at it again...I received an e-mail this week stating that 

billboards are going up in Nashville and other areas proclaiming the date of Je-

sus’ return! That’s right, Harold Camping claims to have used biblical time ref-

erences and calculated the date of Christ’s coming as May 21, 2011.  

How is it that man simply refuses to listen to the word of God? Jesus Him-

self stated, ―But of that day and hour knoweth no man‖ (Matthew 24:36). He 

would go on to say that we should so live as to be prepared for His return, when-

ever it would be. Similarly Peter states that ―the day of the Lord will come as a 

thief in the night‖ (2 Peter 3:10); that is unannounced. So his conclusion is to 

live a holy and godly manner of life always, ―looking for and hasting unto the 

coming of the day of God‖ (2 Peter 3:11). Why not listen to the word of God 

and be always at the ready instead of trusting in some man whose word contra-

dicts God’s. 

Oh, and in case you are still concerned about Mr. Camping’s date-setting — 

you should know that he previously claimed that Christ would return sometime 

around September 15-17, 1994! Read that along with Deuteronomy 18:22 and 

remember who to trust!      ~Ryan Smithey 
 

“When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor 

come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet 

hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.” (Deut. 18:22) 
 

What If Jesus Were Coming Back Next Week? 
By Jason Hilburn 

 

When asking the question, ―What if Jesus were coming back next week?,‖ 

let it first be clearly understood that there is absolutely no way to know when 

Jesus will return. Jesus said we cannot know when He will return, and even Je-

sus Himself did not know when He would return! “But of that day and that hour 

knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 

Father” (Mark 13:32). Paul wrote that there is no need to waste time speculating 

about “times” and “seasons” regarding Christ’s return: “But of the times and 

the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves 

know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” (1 

Thessalonians 5:1-2; cf. Matthew 24:43-44; 2 Peter 3:10). Although we cannot 

know when Jesus will return, Jesus said we must always be ready. The purpose 

of the posed question is to help us get ready for that day. For the sake of provok-

ing thoughts on this subject, the writer asks, ―What if Jesus were coming back 

next week?‖ 

Would alien sinners decide to seek and obey the Truth? According to 

statistics, about 153,000 people die every day. Every day thousands of people 

who believe they are near death begin to seek God. As they begin to see death as 
(Continued on page 2) 



 

 

a reality and feel the dread of stepping off into eternity, 

they finally begin trying to ―get their priorities straight.‖ 

Sadly, many have waited too long, and they do not have 

enough time to find the Truth and obey it. How important 

it is to seek God in our youth! “Remember now thy Crea-

tor in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, 

nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 

pleasure in them” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). Our first priority in 

life should be to seek out Christ’s kingdom! (Matthew 

6:33). Those who tarry in this most important of all obli-

gations are not wise (Acts 22:16; 24:25). There is a sense 

of urgency when one believes he is about to die, but that 

sense of urgency should be ever present because the Lord 

could come back at any time, taking vengeance on them 

who have not obeyed Him: “...when the Lord Jesus shall 

be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flam-

ing fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 

and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 

the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 

power” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). If the world knew that 

Jesus were coming back next week, and if they knew the 

punishment which awaits, would they be more motivated 

to find the Truth and readily obey it?  

Would erring children of God decide to repent 

and be faithful? If there is anyone on earth who should 

be motivated to repent and be faithful, it should be erring 

children of God. These people found the Truth and 

obeyed it, yet they have turned their backs on God! 

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of 

the world through the knowledge of the Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again en-

tangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is 

worse with them than the beginning. For it had 

been better for them not to have known the way 

of righteousness, than, after they have known 

it, to turn from the holy commandment deliv-

ered unto them. But it is happened unto them 

according to the true proverb, The dog is 

turned to his own vomit again; and the sow 

that was washed to her wallowing in the mire 

(2 Peter 2:20-22). 

Regarding those “sanctified” ones who became Chris-

tians, but now “willfully” live in sin, the writer of He-

brews wrote that “the Lord shall judge his people,” and 

“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God” (Hebrews 10:23-31). “Knowing therefore the ter-

ror of the Lord,” erring children of God should fear the 

return of Christ more than anyone else! (2 Corinthians 

5:11a; cf. v. 10). If you are an erring child of God, and if 

you knew Jesus were returning next week, what changes 

would you make? Would you begin faithfully attending 

worship services? (Hebrews 10:25). Would you let go of 

sin in your life and start living for God? (Acts 17:30-31). 

Would Christians spend more time in prayer? I 

can imagine brethren dropping to their knees more often 

and remaining there for longer periods of time if they 

knew the Lord were returning soon. May we have that 

prayerful mindset now! “And he spake a parable unto 

them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not 

to faint” (Luke 18:1). “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessa-

lonians 5:17). 

Would Christians spend more time studying 

God’s Word? Perhaps if we knew the Lord were coming 

back next week, we would be turning off our televisions 

and opening up our Bibles! Can you not imagine families 

making important changes such as these if they knew the 

Lord’s return was imminent? Let us have that studious 

attitude now, so that we will be approved by our Judge 

when He does return! “Study to shew thyself approved 

unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Af-

ter all, the Bible is that Word by which we will be judged 

when He returns: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth 

not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 

have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last 

day” (John 12:48).  

Would Christians be more evangelistic? What if 

we knew that in one week Christ would return and bring 

condemnation to those outside of His church? (Ephesians 

5:23; Acts 2:36-41, 47). What if we knew that many of 

our family members, friends, and neighbors would be on 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Television  
 

The Truth In Love (Eddie Parrish) 

Sunday @ 7:00 am on KTAB 
 

In Search of the Lord’s Way (Mack Lyon)  

Sunday @ 7:30 am on KTAB 
 

Gospel Broadcasting Network 

Online: 24/7 @ gbntv.org 

Good News Today: Sunday @ 6:00 am 

on Dish: 259, DirectTV: 364, Harris: 208   
 

Radio  
 

Preaching the Word (Michael Light) 

Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3 

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man 
 

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s 

sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17). 
 

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24) 
 

Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and 

King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33) 
 

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5) 
 

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel 

by being baptized for the forgiveness of your 

sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16) 

Bible Reading Schedule  
 

 Sunday... Hosea 1-3; Jude 

 Monday... Hosea 4-7; Revelation 1 

 Tuesday... Hosea 8-11; Revelation 2   

Wednesday .. Hosea 12-14; Revelation 3 

 Thursday... Joel 1-3; Revelation 4-5 

 Friday... Amos 1-5; Revelation 6 

 Saturday... Amos 6-9; Revelation 7  

Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 

truth. (2 Tim. 2:15) 



 

 

their way to Hell in one week’s time because they have 

not done the will of the Father? (Matthew 7:21-23; He-

brews 5:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 1 Peter 4:17). Would 

we love them enough to try to save them? Would we love 

them enough to bring the Truth to their attention, even 

though they may get angry or upset with us? Do we real-

ize that He who is returning is the one who commanded 

us to take the Gospel to the lost? (Mark 16:15-16; Mat-

thew 28:18-20; Luke 24:47). Will we be able to face Him 

if we have not obeyed His commands to evangelize? 

Would preachers be more specific in their ser-

mons? If a preacher only had one Sunday left in this 

world to preach, what would he deliver to his audience? If 

he knew there were people present who were lost, would 

he simply tell jokes and cute little stories to try to keep 

them entertained, or would he boldly preach the Word of 

God in its power and purity? Would he warn these people 

of the dangers of sin, false teachers, and false religions, or 

would he allow them to linger in their false sense of spiri-

tual security? (Ezekiel 3:18-19; Colossians 1:28; 2 Timo-

thy 2:17-18; Rev. 2:15, 20). Would he preach the Gospel 

of Christ and tell those people how to obey the Gospel 

through water baptism? (Acts 2:36-41; Mark 16:15-16; 

Romans 6:3-5). It is sickening to think of all those today 

who are lost because they only hear watered down ser-

mons every week that have no saving power in them at 

all! If a man who calls himself a preacher is not preaching 

water baptism for salvation, then he is not preaching 

Christ, and he is not preaching the Gospel! (Acts 8:5, 12, 

35-39; Mark 16:15-16; Galatians 1:6-9). Preaching the 

good news of the Gospel necessarily includes preaching 

how we can be saved by obeying the Gospel! (2 Thessalo-

nians 1:7-9; 1 Peter 4:17; Romans 6:3-5, 17). Knowing 

that every Sunday could be our last, preachers today 

should “preach the Word,” “speaking the truth in love,” 

using “great plainness of speech” like Jesus, Paul, and 

other Gospel preachers of Bible times did (2 Timothy 4:2; 

Ephesians 4:15; 2 Corinthians 3:12). That is the only kind 

of preaching and teaching that will truly prepare people 

for Christ’s second coming. 

It is true that the Lord’s return may not be next week. 

It could happen 3,000 years from now, or it could happen 

today! What changes do you need to make? “Therefore 

be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the 

Son of man cometh” (Matthew 24:44). 

(Continued from page 2) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY TO: 
 

December Birthdays: James Womack (04), Estelle Guthrie (07), Laverne Thomas 

(13), Veneta Nolen (17), Kaci Churchwell (18), Priscilla Smithey (18), Linda 

Griffith (20), Mia Stroope (22), Joyce Hill (24). 
 

December Anniversaries: Linda & Allen Griffith (20), Ginger & 

Howard King (24), Jo & Ken Maninger (25). 
 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice…”  (Romans 12:15) 
 

Mistakes? Left Out? Let Ryan know... 

Recent 

Records 
November 

28, 2010 

December 

5, 2010 

Bible Class 43 50 

AM Worship        62 78 

PM Worship 44 46 

Wednesday PM 48 38 

Contribution $1487 $1953 

Responses 
We rejoice with God and the angels in heaven over the deci-

sion of Mattison Churchwell and Lunday Maninger to be 

baptized into Christ last Sunday night by their grandfather, 

Ken Maninger. Let us encourage and remember these two 

young ladies in our prayers as they begin their Christian walk. 

Visitation Program 
Remember our visitation meeting following the evening wor-

ship services. Last week 23 contacts were made. Remember 

next week will be the 3rd Sunday and so we will have a finger-

food fellowship following our meeting. 

Ladies Bible Class 
The Ladies Bible Class will meet this Wednesday, December 

15, at 10 AM in the fellowship hall and then be on break until 

the new year. Join them as they study the Life of Christ. 

Upcoming Events:  
Today @ 2:30 PM: Bible Search at Stephenville.  



 

 

Privileged to Serve 12/12/10 - AM 12/12/10 - PM 12/19/10 - AM 12/19/10 - PM 

Greeters    
Ken Makuta, Hank Wheeler  

& Peggy Luker 
 James & Cindy Fuller  

Scripture Reader 

Scripture Reading 
 

Michael Bickford 

Psalm 119:1-8 
 James Fuller 

Opening Prayer Ken Maninger Billy Chism Ken Makuta Gene Bannister 

Wait on Table 
James Fuller*, John Barnum 

James Thomas, Michael Fuller 
James Fuller 

Allen Griffith*, Jim Moore 

Garrett Barnum, Michael Bickford 
Allen Griffith 

Closing Prayer Hank Wheeler Ken Makuta Tom Wilcox Billy Chism 

Attendance Cards  
Chase Churchwell 

Seth Smithey 
 

Chase Churchwell 

Seth Smithey 
 

Wednesday  

Devotionals 

December 15 

Jim Moore 

December 22 

Don Smith 

December 29 

James Fuller 

January 5 

Ken Makuta 

Living by Faith is published weekly by the   Return Service Requested 
4th & Stewart church of Christ 
3201 4th St. 
Brownwood, TX 76801  

Honest In Speech (Matt. 5:33-37) 
 

1. The Problem 

a. The Law taught one was to fulfill his oaths (Lev. 19:12; 

Num. 30:2; Deut. 23:21). 

b. But the Pharisees seem to have concocted a system whereby 

only those oaths specifically invoking God were binding. 

c. Christ showed His contempt for such an attitude (Matt. 

23:16-22). 

2. Christ Expected All Oaths To Be Fulfilled 

a. When they swore by other things, they were swearing by the 

works of God and so it was just as if they had sworn by the 

name of God. 

b. It was not about a formula but about being honest and pure 

in speech. 

c. One should not take the name of God or the things of God 

lightly. 

d. He therefore says they should not swear (referencing 

frivolous oaths, not legal or solemn oaths – cf. Matt. 

26:63ff, Heb. 6:13, Rom. 1:9; Gal. 1:20; Phil. 1:8). 

e. Rather, simply speak the truth! (Eph. 4:25, James 5:12); my 

word should always be truth, whether bound by an oath or 

not. 
 

Christians should say what they mean and mean what they say! 

Studies For The Week of December 12th: 

Sunday Class .............. 2 Corinthians (Chap. 1-2) Wednesday Class ................ Micah (Chap. 1-2) 

Seeing God… (Psalm 19) 

1. In Nature (v1-6) 

a. Throughout the world the glory and work of God is testified 

to continually. 

b. It is as a continous sermon that can be understood by all 

regardless of time, location, or lanaguage. 

2. In Revelation (v7-11) 

a. Nature tells us there is a God, His Word tells us who He is. 

b. These verses praise the scriptures, God inspired word, as His 

law, testimony, stateus, commandments, fear, and judgments 

which are perfect, sure, right, pure, clean, and true and 

righteous all of which work together to convert the soul, 

make wise the simple, rejoice the heart, enlighten the eyes, 

cause lasting fear, and bring great reward. 

c. One who appreciates God’s Word will see Him in every line. 

3. In Me? (v12-14) 

a. With seeing God in nature and His revelation, what impact 

will it have on me? Can it be said that God is seen in me? 

b. The psalmist prays for cleasing from his faults and to be keep 

from presumptous sin committed knowingly; he did not want 

sin to control his life. 

c. He wanted God to control his life and to be acceptable in 

thought and word before Him. He wanted to conform to the 

will of God. When this happens then God can be seen in us. 


