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Living By Faith
“Ghe just shall live by faith.” Romans 1:17

May 30, 2010

4th & Stewart
Church of Christ

Contact Us:

3201 4th Street
Brownwood, TX 76801

325-646-7102
www.4thstreetcoc.org
office@4thstreetcoc.org

Meeting Times:

Sunday:
Bible Study.................. 9:45 AM
Worship.......ccccveevenne 10:40 AM

Care, Inc. Service......... 2:30 PM
Redstone Service.......... 2:30 PM

WOrship.....cccovvveriene. 6:00 PM
Tuesday:

Redstone Class............ 9:30 AM
Wednesday:

Ladies Bible Class...... On Break

Bible Study................... 7:00 PM

Elders:
Gene Bannister .......... Billy Chism
Deacons:

Mike Bannister ............ Jim Moore
Don Smith.............. James Thomas
Preacher:

Ryan Smithey ......ccoo.. ... =
Works We Support:

Belize Mission & Kindergarten
Cherokee Home for Children
Eric Henry, SWSBS
Food Pantry
Gospel Broadcast Network
Gospel Chariot Missions
House to House, Heart to Heart
Lake Cisco Camp
Mission Printing
Rohan Jones, Africa
The Truth in Love
World Bible School

Let us know if you want to study
the Bible to know more about
Christ and His Church.

No True Christian is a Racist
Jason Hilburn

Some of the most disappointing moments in this writer’s life have occurred
when supposedly faithful Christians have made racially prejudiced comments in
his presence. Although it is readily conceded that no Christian is beyond the possi-
bility of committing a sin, it is nonetheless very disappointing when such a lack of
love and understanding is displayed by one who professes to be a follower of our
impartial, loving God.

OUR GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS

We should try to see other people as God does: “...the LORD seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the
heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). A person’s skin color has absolutely no bearing on the
judgment of God: “...call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth
according to every man's work...” (1 Peter 1:17; cf. Luke 20:21; Romans 2:5-11;
Galatians 2:6; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 3:25). Although God has chosen certain
individuals and nations to carry out His will in the past, it has always been God’s
desire for all men to be saved: “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of
God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowl-
edge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4; cf. Ezekiel 18:23; 2 Peter 3:9; Matthew
28:19). Peter said, “...Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:
But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted
with him” (Acts 10:34-35). All men have been created in the image of God
(Genesis 1:26-27), and God lovingly accepts people from all nations. Therefore, if
we are godly people, we should also be able to “accept” people of any ethnicity
without pre-judging them because of something so superficial as skin color. “Be
ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; And walk in love, as Christ also
hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for
a sweetsmelling savour” (Ephesians 5:1-2; cf. 2 Peter 1:7-10).

Jesus commands us to “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge
righteous judgment” (John 7:24), and Jesus is a great example of such impartial
love and acceptance. The Bible records a Jewish lawyer “tempting” Christ:

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Mas-
ter, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is
written in the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And
he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.
But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my
neighbour? (Luke 10:25-29).
This lawyer apparently did not treat all men with impartiality, so he asked our

Lord, "And who is my neighbor?". Jesus then taught the parable of the “good Sa-
(Continued on page 2)

She [wisdom, RTS] is more precious than rubies: and all the things

thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. Length of days

is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.
Proverbs 3:15-16



(Continued from page 1)

maritan.” There was much contention between the Jews
and Samaritans of Jesus’ day, with most Jews looking
down with arrogant pride upon the Samaritans, but Jesus
taught that even a Samaritan could be a good person—a
good “neighbor.” The implication was that the Jews should
have loved the Samaritans as they loved themselves (Luke
10:27). Regarding Jesus’ personal treatment of Samaritans,
Jesus’ disciples were greatly surprised when Jesus spoke to
the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:7ff). We also
know that when Jesus cleansed the ten lepers, at least one
of them was a Samaritan, because the only one who came
back to thank Him was a Samaritan (Luke 17:16).

It is evident that many in the early days of the Lord’s
church had difficulties overcoming the vice of being preju-
diced. Even though Peter had uttered the words recorded in
Acts 10:34-35 that were mentioned above, he would later
have to be rebuked by Paul for behaving with hypocritical
prejudice toward the Gentiles (Galatians 2:11-12). His ac-
tions also caused others to be led astray from the will of
God (2:13).

What is the application for us from such Scriptures re-
garding the Jews and Samaritans, or the Jews and Gentiles
as a whole? There can be “good” and “bad” people from
any ethnicity, and we must love others as we love our-
selves, regardless of their outward appearances or back-
grounds. For example, the white person should love the
black person as he loves himself, and the black person
should love the white person as he loves himself. That love
will be evident in the way we treat one another. Does this
impartial, loving attitude reflect the attitude of your heart,
reader, or do you harbor a lack of love for a certain group
of people based solely on something such as their skin
color?

“THAT IS JUST THE WAY I WAS RAISED”

It seems that a common excuse offered by those who
are racially prejudiced is that their mindset is the result of
their upbringing, and “that is just the way they are.” How-
ever, will such an excuse be accepted on the Judgment
Day? Will Adolf Hitler be ushered into eternal bliss after
saying, “That is just the way I was raised”? Such an excuse
attempts to place all blame on those who brought up the

child, but the Bible teaches that every man will stand ac-
countable for his own actions, regardless of what those
around him have done: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.
The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither
shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteous-
ness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wicked-
ness of the wicked shall be upon him” (Ezekiel 18:20; cf. 2
Corinthians 5:10, et al.).

Surely any Jew could have used his upbringing as an
excuse to justify his prejudice towards Samaritans, but Je-
sus’ teachings and exemplary actions left no room for such
feeble excuses. Jesus knew very well the culture under
which the Jewish lawyer had been reared, yet our Lord still
commanded, “Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke 10:37).
Peter could have said to Paul, “That is just the way I was
raised,” but he would have been no less deserving of Paul’s
rebuke. Christ teaches us to love even those we may have
been taught to hate: “Ye have heard that it hath been said,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But |
say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you” (Matthew
5:43-44). We cannot choose whom we will love and whom
we will not love!

Regardless of what we have been taught by people, we
must allow ourselves to be taught by God’s Word. James
gave all Christians, regardless of their upbringings, the fol-
lowing command: “My brethren, have not the faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of per-
sons” (James 2:1; cf. 1 Timothy 5:21). He went on to
write,

If ye fulfill the royal law according to the scrip-
ture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye
do well. But if ye have respect to persons, ye
commit sin, and are convinced of the law as
transgressors. For whosoever shall keep the
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is

guilty of all” (James 2:8-10).

James teaches us that a person can be a completely faithful
Christian in all areas but this, and he may as well be guilty
of breaking every command of God! Although James was

(Continued on page 3)

Television

The Truth In Love (Eddie Parrish)
Sunday @ 7:00 am on KTAB

In Search of the Lord’s Way (Mack Lyon)
Sunday @ 7:30 am on KTAB

Gospel Broadcasting Network
Online: 24/7 @ gbntv.org
Good News Today: Sunday @ 6:00 am
on Dish: 259, DirectTV: 364, Harris: 208

Radio

Preaching the Word (Michael Light)
Sunday @ 9:00am on KOXE 101.3

God’s Plan for Redeeming Man

Hear Learn the saving message of Christ’s
sacrifice (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 10:17).

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24)

Confess Jesus as your Lord, Lawgiver, and
King (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33)

Repent of your sinful conduct (Luke 13:3,5)

Complete your initial obedience to the gospel
by being baptized for the forgiveness of your
sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16)

Bible Reading Schedule

2 Kings 1-3; John 8:48-59

2 Kings 4-5; John 9:1-12

2 Kings 6-7; John 9:13-41

2 Kings 8-9; John 10:1-21

2 Kings 10-11; John 10:22-42
Friday... 2 Kings 12-14; John 11:1-27

Saturday... 2 Kings 15-16; John 11:28-57

Study to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. (2 Tim. 2:15)

Sunday...
Monday...
Tuesday...

Wednesday ..
Thursday...




News &@t@s

Visitation Program
Remember our visitation meeting following the evening
worship services. Last week 31 contacts were made.

Thank You...
We appreciate Ruby Clark and her family thinking of us. They
gave us the beautiful floral arrangement in the auditorium to-
day; these are in honor of her husband James whose funeral
was Thursday.

Happy Memorial Day
We hope you have a safe and
enjoyable holiday weekend.

Mark Your Calendars

+ June 4-6 — Brad Harrub at Rising Star for a Creation/
Evolution Seminar. A flyer is now on the bulletin board and
please note that this is a different seminar than was
hosted last year.

# June 6 — 1st Sunday Fellowship Meal; also Daniel
Haynes and his family plan on being with us that day.

+ June 7-10 — VBS at Bangs and Ranger; see flyers on the
bulletin board.

(Continued from page 2)
using the example of preferential treatment of the wealthy
over the poor, the same principles apply to those with racial
prejudice. James also wrote, “But the wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be
intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality,
and without hypocrisy” (James 3:17). If one claims to be a
follower of Christ, and yet remains a partial, racially preju-
diced person, he does not have “the wisdom that is from
above,” but according to the Bible he is a foolish hypocrite.
There is no room in the heart of a Christian for racial preju-
dice! If one has such a hole in his heart, may he fill it with
love before the Judgment Day (1 Corinthians 13:1-7). The
duty of every Christian is to CHANGE if something in his
life is contrary to the Scriptures. That is called repentance,
and without it no person can be saved (Acts 17:30-31).
CONCLUSION

When it comes to people being divided, the only dis-
tinction that really matters is this: Are we in Christ, or out-
side of Christ? God’s people are divided from the world
(sanctified; set apart for a holy purpose) by following the
Word of God (John 17:17; 1 Peter 2:9-10). Although there
have been various divisions among men in the past, God
wants all men to be one in Christ Jesus, regardless of their
skin color, ancestries, or upbringings: “For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus” (Galatians 3:26-28; cf. Colossians 3:11; John 3:16;
Romans 1:14-16, et al.). Are you in Christ? If we are truly
in Christ, let us keep walking in His steps, being living ex-
amples of impartial love.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY TO:

Remaining May Birthdays: Gracen Hardy (30).

June Birthdays: Hannah Smithey (03), Mike Bannister (04); Paul McClung (06),
Loutrell Dobbins (08), Dorothy Graves (12), Freda Womack (14), David
Greer (26), Stormy Barnum (27), Ashley Kahlich (29).
June Anniversaries: Laverne & James Thomas (05), Mileen &
Wayne Kahlich (19), Lisa & David Greer (28).
“Rejoice with those who rejoice...” (Romans 12:15)

Recent May May

Records 16, 2010 23, 2010
Bible Class 64 59
AM Worship 78 81
PM Worship 55
Wednesday PM 48 60
Contribution $1516 $1582




Privileged to Serve 05/30/10 - AM

05/30/10 - PM

06/06/10 - AM 06/06/10 - PM

Ken Makuta, Hank Wheeler, &

Greeters Allen & Linda Griffith Peggy Luker
Scripture Reader Michael Bickford
Scripture Reading 2 Peter 1:12-15 James Fuller
Opening Prayer Ken Maninger Billy Chism Ken Makuta Gene Bannister

Gene Bannister*, John Barnum

Allen Griffith*, Jim Moore

Wait on Table James Thomas, James Fuller Gene Bannister Gene Bannister, Michael Bickford Allen Grifith
Closing Prayer Hank Wheeler Ken Makuta Tom Wilcox Billy Chism
Chase Churchwell Chase Churchwell
Attendance Cards Seth Smithey Seth Smithey
Wednesday June 2 June 9 June 16 June 23
Devotionals Ken Makuta Michael Bickford Allen Griffith Jim Moore
Studies For The Week of May 30th:
Sunday Class.................. 1 Corinthians (Chap. 8) Wednesday CIass ............cccccovvirinennenns Amos
Unified Place of Life (Eph. 2) Memorials

1. Alive in Christ (v1-10) — Stresses the life we enjoy in Christ
opposed to the death we once knew.

a. Contrast between the previous life of death (v1-3) that is
lived in sin and without hope compared to being made alive
in Chirst (v4-9).

b. Life of sin is one of death and hopelessness (Rom. 6:16, 23;
1:20, 24-26; 1 John 2:16; 3:4).

c. Lifein Christ is one of hope and expectation how and
eternally (Rom. 6:3-8, 23; John 10:10; 1 Cor. 15:20)

d. Life made possible by grace/love/mercy (John 3:16) but
requires faith (Heb. 11:6; James 2:26; Rom. 10:17).

e. Life of expectation (Titus 2:11-12; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Matt.
5:16).

2. Alive in One Place (v11-18) — Stresses the ONE place of life for
ALL people.

a. Gospel inviation for all (Matt. 11:28-30; Mark 16:15; Rom.
1:16).

b. Christ served as a unifer for all people; not a divider (Gal.
3:27-28; John 10:15-16).

3. Alive in Unity (v19-22) — Stresses the unity of those alive in
Christ.

a. Part of one nation/people and one family (v19); belonging.

b. A single dwelling place with one foundation (v20-22) (1 Cor.
3:11; Acts 4:11-12; 1 Pet. 2:5-10).

Our nation pauses this weekend every year as a memorial to those
who have given their lives in service to our country — it serves both
to remind us and to teach future generations of those sacrifices.
Similarly, we can think of a number of memorials God instituted with
the purpose of reminding current generations and teaching future
generations important principles:

Genesis 9:11-15 — The Rainbow
Exodus 12:14, 17; 13:3, 9-10 — The Passover
Deuteronomy 27:1-5 — Stones of the Law
Deuteronomy 31:10-10 — Reading of the Law
Joshua 4:4-7 — Stones from the Jordan River
Deuteronomy 6:6-12; 2 Timothy 2:2, 15; 1 Timothy 4:16 —
Teaching Future Generations God’s Word
Hebrews 11:4; Matthew 26:13—The Lives of Faithful
2 Corinthians 11:24-26 — Lord’s Supper
#+ Observed upon the first day of the week (Acts 20:7).
+ Reminds of one who gave His life not just for friends/nation
but even enemies (Romans 5:8).
+ Reminds of one who died so that others may live (John
15:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:10; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 57).
#+ Reminds of one not fallen in battle, but triumphant over
death (Colossians 2:15; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 20).
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